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DEDICATION. 



TO 



PROFESSOR CHRISTISON, M.D., V.P.R.S.E., &c. 



My Dear Sir, 

As one of my oldest, steadiest, and 
most valued friends, I beg leave to inscribe 
to you this little volume. 

Identity of tastes, in so far as recreation 
is concerned, has prompted me to take this 
liberty ; as, had we been otherwise placed in 
similar circumstances, I am convinced I should 
in you have found a formidable rival among 
the cairns and corries of the Grampians, and 
the thunder-split peaks of Arran and Skye. 

Your ambition, however, has instigated you 
to soar still higher, and has now placed you on 
the pinnacle of professional and scientific emi- 
nence. 



DEDICATION. 

That you may long be spared as one of the 
brightest ornaments of that University in 
which your excellent father also laboured — 
whose memory as a man and a scholar I shall 
never cease to revere — is the ardent wish of, 

My dear Sir, 

Yours faithftdly and affectionately, 

THOMAS GKIEESON. 



PREFACE. 



This little volume principally consists of ac- 
counts carefiilly extended from notes which I 
took while exploring the scenery described. 
I was indebted to Mr. Aird, Editor of the 
Dumfries and Galloway Herald, well known as 
a poet and an ardent admirer of Nature, for 
their first introduction to public notice. They 
were perused with much interest by my friends 
and others, many of whom requested me to 
publish them in a collective form, for the in- 
struction and encouragement of pedestrians, as 
well as the amusement of the public at large. 
With this view, I corrected them as accurately 
as I could; and in certain cases, when not 
quite sure of my ground, I wrote to friends 
at a distance, that my doubts might be re- 
moved ; so that it will considerably surprise me 
if any important inaccuracies be detected. 

The "Three Days in Arran" letters were 
composed in the autumn of 1840. The 
" Morning Ramble in Glen Rosa" was written 
in July 1844 ; " Merrick, Loch Enoch," &c.," 
in autumn 1846. " A few days of Recreation" 
was the production of September 1848 ; while 
" The Ochils, Alva," &c., and " A Week in 
Skye," were written in the summer and autumn 

A 
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of 1849. The following anecdote and subse- 
quent remarks may amuse mj readers, and 
prove my fitness for this imdertaking : — 

Many years ago, a celebrated and expert 
female phrenolorist came to exercise her caUing 
in Dumfries. Being somewhat sceptical as to 
the science, I rather furtively repaired to her 
dwelling, that I might test its pretensions in 
my own case. She soon commenced a carefiil 
manipulation of my cranium^ and certainly 
made some wonderful hits. At length, how- 
ever, she pronounced me " very amhitiousr 
" You are out at last, Mrs. H.," said I ; " for 
that is by no means the case. My station in 
life is not generally reckoned a high one, and 
I never had the least desire to rise above it. I 
would not change places with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury." At first she seemed rather 
taken aback ; but as phrenologists have many 
resources, she asked, among other things, which 
it is unnecessary here to particularize, if I was 
not fond of climbing hills, and never satis- 
fied till I reached their tops ? These remarks 
certainly confounded me not a little, and I 
asked if she did not know who I was ? She 
assured me she had not the least suspicion, and 
I am certain she spoke the truth. 

Mountain climbing and wandiering among 
their dark recesses, have unquestionably all 
along constituted a marked feature of my idio- 
•^yncrasy. While a young boy, roaming alone 
among the hills of Nithsdale was one of my 
chief gratifications, and this taste has conti- 
nued to increase ever since. Even now, when 
many may allege that a Pisgah view of another 
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and a better land should engross my attention, 
there is to me nothing more exhilarating than 
the mountain air, and the view of distant peaks 
on which I have already stood, or which I still 
hope to surmount; so that Mrs. H., in this 
respect, was Ailly justified in the exultation she 
expressed ; for she seemed quite as conscious of 
victory as was the phoca in the Antiquary, 
when it waddled off to its native element with 
the choleric captain's cane, as the spolia opima 
resulting from their contest. 

Of late years it has been very customary for 
British subjects to resort to the Rhine, Switzer- 
land, Italy, &c., in quest of similar gratifica- 
tion; and I must confess that, did circum- 
stances permit, I would* gladly be of their 
number. At the same time I am quite of 
opinion, that there is very much that is inte- 
resting at home, with which many of these 
travellers are entirely unacquainted. Besides, 
few of them are sufficiently conversant with the 
Continental languages to admit of their being 
duly edified ; and the time they have at their 
disposal is in many instances so limited, that 
it IS questionable if they are in any respect 
much improved by these hurried trips; whereas 
the same time spent among our North or West 
Highlands, might have sufficed for their com- 
plete investigation, and been upon the whole 
fiur more satisfactory. 

Be this as it may, it has been my fiite to roam 
to a very great extent among the mountains 
and lakes of my native land ; insomuch that 
I question if there are many who have seen 
more of that description of scenery; at aU 
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events, more thoroughly than I have done; 
Bemg always a pedestrian, it was in my power 
to investigate minutely the most sequestered 
and singular objects to be found among our 
mountain solitudes. For many years, while 
my corporeal energies were at their height, it 
was my privilege to have several weeks in 
autumn to devote entirely to my favourite pur- 
suits ; and I never enjoyed myself more than 
when, entirely alone, or sometimes with a 
favourite terrier, I have jogged on from dawn 
till dusk, occasionally spending an hour or two ' 
angUng in bum, river, or loch ; for a staff, rod, 
and fishing-basket, in which I carried my 
scanty wardrobe, constituted the whole of my 
travelling apparatus. 

Though in these times of rapid journeying 
pedestrianism is much at discount, still there 
are some, chiefly young Englishmen, to be 
found among our Highland glens, not ashamed 
to pad (he hoof in that humble guise which I 
have now been describing. It is truly refresh- 
ing for an old campaigner to meet with such 
enterprizing youths, and pleasant to have it in 
one's power to give them any useful hint as to 
the objects most deserving of their attention, 
and the best modes of reaching them. It is 
chiefly for behoof of such gentlemen that I 
have been induced to publish this little volume. 
Had I kept notes of all my earlier rambles, it 
would have been of a much more enlarged and 
interesting character ; but as I never did so till 
of late, and cannot depend on my memory for 
strict accuracy, I have resolved to confine my- 
self to a few recent excursions. 
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It may be amusing to some to know the 
principal mountains and hills on whose sum- 
mits I have stood, and rouse young men to 
similar enterprize. Owing to particular circum- 
stances, my ambition was first principally fixed 
among the mountains of Perthshire. Besides 
many others in and near Rannoch, I have been 
on the topsof Ben Aulder, Ben-a-Hallader, and 
no less than five times on the top of Schihallion ; 
twice on the top of Ben Lawers ; on Ben More, 
Ben Voirlich at Loch Earne, Ben Ledi, Ben 
Venn, Ben Chochan, Ben-y-Vracky, Farafiron 
twice; Ben-y-Ghloe,;ithmany othe« of in^or 
note in all parts of that county. I have also been 
on the tops of Cairngorm, Behinnes, Craig 
Phadrig, Ben Wyvis,Ben Nevis, Ben Cruachan, 
Duniquaigh, Ben Lomond twice ; Ben Cleugh, 
Dummyat, the Lomonds in Fife repeatedly; 
Camethy, and many of the Pentlands; Walston, 
Black Mount, North-Berwick Law, and Trap- 
rain Law, Goatfell in Arran twice; the Storr and 
Quiraing in Skye ; Tinto, the Lowthers and 
several of its neighbours, Queensberry, Caim- 
kingrow, Hartfell, White Coomb, Tinnis, Mel- 
lenwood, the highest in Liddesdale, Ruberslaw, 
Scrape, and many on the Tweed ; the Eildons, 
Caimsmuir of Carsphaim, Caimsmuir of Fleet, 
Merrick, Ben Ghaim, Screel, Lotus, and CriiFell 
oftener than for my credibility I dare mention. 
I have also climbed Skiddaw, Helvellyn, and 
Sea Fell in England, with several others among 
the lakes there, and Snowdon in Wales. These, 
so far as I recollect, are the principal mountains 
and hills whose smnmits I have visited, being 
thwarted as to many more by mist and rain, — r 
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80 that the gifted lady who charged me with 
a desire to rise in the world, has by no means 
forfeited her professional character in so far as 
I am concerned. 

It may well be supposed that much fatigue, 
and even danger, was encountered in these 
chiefly solitary excursions. A broken, or even 
a sprained limb, would in all probability, in 
many cases, have made me food for the ravens ; 
but through caution and a kind Providence, I 
never sustained any serious injury. While in 
Skye, a gentleman recounted an incident which 
came in his way, of which I should like much 
to hear the ultimate consequences. In going 
from Portree to StenschoU, he heard cries at no 
great distance ; and on proceeding to the place 
from which they came, he found a solitary 
tourist who had sprained his ankle in descend- 
ing the Storr, and could not walk any farther. 
They deliberated some time on what should be 
done for his relief; when it was agreed by both, 
that as it was impossible the lame gentleman 
could be removed by his new friend, who had 
enough to do to get on himself, the latter should 
inform any shepherd he might see, or give 
notice of the disaster at the first cottage in his 
way. This was done, but the result had not 
transpired when we left the island. The weather 
being fortunately fine, it is probable that no 
serious consequence would ensue, even though 
he should have spent the night on a heather bed. 

As the very best advice I can give pedes- 
trians, I would recommend early rising, and 
^ways turning over a good long stage before 
breakfast. This I never failed to do when a 
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young man; and even now I like walking 
Defore breakfast best when on a journey. Fit 
teen or twenty miles before nine o'clock was 
my ordinary arrangement. This made the 
remainder of my journey comparatively easy ; 
and after being fairly on the road, I generally 
enjoyed this part of my work most. Break- 
fiwt in such cu*cumstances is doubly welcome, 
and is seldom much of a remuneration to the 
provider. Upon the strength of it I always 
finished my day's work before partaking of a 
second meal ; which was all I required or cared 
for in the twenty-four hours. These terms, 
combined with my long journeys, prevented 
others from being anxious to accompany me in 
my Highland expeditions. 

On reading over what has been written, I 
find my pre^e has been not a little egotistical ; 
but from the nature of the case this could not 
weU have been otherwise. At the risk of in- 
curring this charge, and also of being tedious, 
I shall narrate two or three of my numerous 
rambles, to prove what may be done by patience 
and perseverance; for I never was a quick 
walker. 

In the autumn of 1811, the year of the great 
comet, I left Glasgow early, breakfasted at 
Dumbarton, went up Loch Lomond side, 
crossed at Rowardennan, went over the shoulder 
of Ben Lomond to Blairhulichan, and stayed 
all night at Ledard, on the north side of Loch 
Ard. Next morning started at four, crossed 
the mountains to Loch Katrine, where T was 
boated over by a shepherd ; over the mountains 
again, through theForest of Glen Finglaa and its 
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deep bogs, to Balquhldder ; over the mountains 
again to Glen Dochart and Killin; over the 
mountains again to Glen Lyon ; and once more 
across the mountains to Loch Eannoch side, 
which I reached before twelve o'clock at night, 
— as severe a mountain fag as perhaps ever was 
performed in one day. 

Upon another occasion I left Edinburgh for 
Meggemy Castle, near the head of Glen Lyon, 
which I reached on the evening of the second 
day ; spent three days there in almost constant 
severe exercise, and' returned to Edinburgh on 
the eighth day, after having spent the whole of 
the Sabbath in Perth on my return. This was 
performed in broiling hot weather, which made 
it doubly fatiguing. 

The next expedition I shall mention, was 
crossing the Clyde at Greenock, starting early 
from Koseneath, proceeding by the Gure-loch 
and Loch Long to Arroquhar, where 1 break- 
fasted; thence toTarbert; up Glen Falloch to the 
top of Ben More, where I saw the sun set mag- 
nificently in the ocean ; wa^ benighted in de- 
scending the mountain, and slept that night in 
a bam among delicious new hay, after partak- 
ing of a plentiful repast of porridge and milk, 
handed to me through a window, as the good 
folk would not open their door to a stranger at 
such a late hour. Next morning, very early, 
I passed the inns of Crianlarich and Tyndrum, 
and breakfasted atlnveroran; on again by Kings- 
house andGlencoe to Ballychulish, where 1 slept. 
Next morning crossed Loch Leven, break&sted 
at Fort-Willmm, climbed Ben Nevis, descended 
on the south-east side of its awM precipices ;.- 
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scrambling occaaionally over snow as hard as 
ice; crossed a vast extent of horrid morass, 
and slept at a shepherd's house on the Spean. 
Next morning visited the parallel roads, as they 
are called, of Glen Koy ; then by Loch Treague 
and Loch Ossian, to another shepherd's house 
at Carrowar, where I again found quarters ; 
from which, next day, I easily reached Eannoch, 
— ^the end of that trip. 

The last of these excursions I shall now 
notice, was crossing the Forth at Edinburgh, 
keeping the Fife coast to near the east news, ; 
thence to St. Andrew's, Dundee, Arbroath, 
Montrose, Stonehaven, Aberdeen ; up the Dee 
to Castleton of Braemar ; from which, along 
with two gentleman whom I casually met at 
the inn, I started very early, went to the top 
of Cairngorm, then down by Rothimurchus 
to Aviemore. On this occasion it was my 
intention to have climbed Ben Macdhui on the 
same day with Cairngorm, as they are in 
juxta-position ; but one of my companions be- 
came so overpowered with &tigue, that his 
friend and I could with the utmost difficulty 
get him on to Aviemore. Next* morning 1 
passed through Cromdale to Liveraven, next 
to the top of Bebrinnes, thence to Fochabers, 
Livemess, Beauly ; back to Liverness, where I 
had the gratification of accompanying the pre- 
sent King of the Belgians and suite to the 
Caledonian Canal. Tms was soon after losing 
his first wife, the Princess Charlotte. From 
Inverness I went to Loch Ness, then by Inver- 
&ragag, and General's Hut, to Fort-Augustus ; 
thence by Conyarrack to Garviemore, Dal- 
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whinnie, down the whole length of Loch Ericht, 
on whose rugged sequestered banks I got ex-* 
ceUent fishing, to Bannoch. 

In all these expeditions I had fine.weather, 
but very hot, which always greatly increases 
the &tigue. Often, however, have I been 
obliged to toil on from morning till night in 
heavy rain; when, on rising early, I could 
scarcely thrust my limbs into my clothes, con- 
tracted by the drenching of the previous day. 
This of course could not be endured by any 
one whose constitution is not vigorous, though 
I have reason to believe that it tended greatly 
to strengthen mine. In all these expeditions, 
I am not aware that I ever derived any assis- 
tance from conveyances of any description. 
There were few stage-coaches or steam-boats 
in the times to which I allude; the few 
that existed seldom lay in my route ; nor would 
they have suited my views if they had. Though 
I have occasionally been glad of the shelter of 
a bam or hay-rick during night, I never was 
exposed to such hardship as a certain yoimg 
friend of mine, who spent a wet and stormy 
one under a rock on the side of Loch Aven, 
nearly 2000 feet above the level of the sea ! 

In closing these prefatory remarks, which 
have swelled greatly beyond my original in- 
tention, I would warn pedestrian tourists against 
a free use of whisky, or any such deceitful 
means of excitement and support. No doubt 
a prudent and temperate use of spirits may fit 
a man for occasional extraordinary exertion ; 
but if that exertion is to be long sustained, he 
is much better without it. Such stimulants, 
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f5pequently resorted to, always produce languor, 
enervate the frame, and thus do more harm 
than good. Often, indeed, the incautious pe- 
destrian, without by any means having a likmg 
for the Hquor, has sacrificed his life to what he 
conceived was the best means of preserving it, 
and of invigorating his exertions. 

Another caution worthy of attention, is not 
to indulge too much in drinking rich milk, a 
beverage most tempting to a hungering and 
thirsty pedestrian, and which is often pressed 
upon him by the kindly mountain dames. Oftener 
than once have I suffered in this way, more 
especially on my return from Ben-a-Hallader, 
at the source of the Orchy, after crossing and 
re-crossing the horrible moor of Eannoch. The 
day was one of the hottest, and, for want of 
better, I had partaken largely of moss water, 
having scarcely tasted food since an early 
breakfast. The consequence was, that I verily 
believe the dose I got from a good woman at a 
shieling near the east end of Loch Lydoch, 
would have finished me, had I not soon after 
fallen into the hands of kind and judicious 
friends. Thk huge mountam, Ben-a.EWlader, 
is rarely visited. The approach to it from 
Brae Lyon, or Loch Tulla, may be practicable 
enough ; but let no man try it by the Moor of 
Rannoch, unless he be well prepared for a longer 
journey^ especially if he falls in with a shieling 
on his return. 

I have committed this little volume to the 
press, with a view of reviving a taste which, I 
lament to find, is subsiding among the Scotch. 
They are now become too luxurious for &gging 
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among their native mountains. Many of them 
can talk of their glorious glimpses of the Alps 
and Apennines, who know no more of our own 
glorious Grampians than what is to be seen 
from Arthur Seat or Stirling Castle ! Let 
them take advice &om one who has had much 
experience in pedestrian exercise ; and who, 
in sporting phrase, may still be regarded as 
" a good ould un," and they will find, that 
physically, intellectually, and morally, they will 
be more benefited by spending their spare time 
and cash among the rivers, lakes, and moun- 
tains of their native land. 

There may be some inclined to find £siult 
with me for publishing these pages. I have 
already indeed sustained some obloquy in this 
matter. But so long as this taste does not in- 
terfere with, but rather stimulate to professional 
exertion, I care not for their vituperation, see- 
ing that it can only proceed from the morose, 
cynical, and narrow-minded. Man is so con- 
stituted, that relaxation of one kind or another 
is indispensable for his well-being, as well as 
for the efficient discharge of his severer duties. 
Now, this being the case, I maintain, that we 
not only may, but ought to obtemperate this 
salutary craving of nature. The Deity has not 
only implanted the desire, but graciously pro- 
vided the means for its gratification, — " Beus 
nobis Aaec otia fecii ;" so, " What God has 
given, let not man despise." 

T. G. 



THREE DATS IN ARRAN 

IN 1840. 



FIRST DAY. 



A REMARKABLE change has taken place within 
the last twenty years, as to a taste for pedes- 
trian excursions among young men of rank and 
education. Some time ago it was quite cus* 
ternary for gentlemen to set out on foot to visit 
the romantic districts of our Highlands and 
islands, with no other accommodations in the 
way of dress than were contained in a knapsack 
or fishing-basket. The writings of Scott, Wil- 
son, &c., aided by their example, no doubt 
tended greatly to create and keep alive this 
spirit ; and it can as Uttle be doubted, that the 
mcilities in travelling afforded by steam-boats 
and coaches, have crushed it, and rendered the 
youth . of the present day disinclined to, and 
unfit for, such continued feats of activity and 
hardihood. 

I am one of those who have enjoyed the 
pleasures of pedestrianism in a very high degree; 
and cannot help deploring the habits of mdo- 
lence and effeminacy observable among young 
gentlemen in these modem times. So alive are 
they in general to the discomforts of blistered 
feet, a soiled dress, and a hard couch, that they 
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can scarcely be prevailed upon to extend their 
rambles beyond the regions of silk stockings 
and feather beds, thereby depriving themselves 
of much that would at once tend to invigorate 
their bodies, and add to their knowledge of 
nature and of mankind. 

I have been induced to make these remarks 
in prefacing a notice of a three days' excursion 
to the island of Arran,— decidedly one of the 
most magnificent, and now one of the most 
accessible on the coast of Scotland. I left 
Ardrossan in the steam-packet the Isle of 
Arran, on Monday. This vessel leaves the 
said harbour daily at half-past ten A.M., and 
reaches Brodick generally in less than two hours. 
She is a stout-built, slow, but safe boat, and her 
captain is as civil and smart a young man as 
any who navigates the Clyde. The view of 
Arran firom every quarter is strikingly grand ; 
and upon approaching it no one, capable of 
appreciating the sublime, can remain unmoved. 
The precipitous cliffs and savage glens become 
gradually more stupendous and interesting, till 
you reach the pretty little bay of Brodick, 
close under the castle of that name. Here 
everything looks snug and comfortable. The 
extensive woods surrounding the castle screen 
the lofty peaks from the view ; and in a few 
minutes the passengers may be in the very 
commodious inn which has been long remark- 
ably well kept by its present kind and atten- 
tive hostess, Mrs. Jamieson. 

Upon reaching the inn, I proceeded to pre- 
pare myself for the ascent of Goatfell, by sub- 
stituting a travelling cap for a hat, and a pair 
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of strong double^oled shoes for boots, &ic,y &c. 
A Mend provided me with a small flask of the 
best Islay whisky; and precisely at half-past 
one, I left the bay alone. At three I reached 
the summit, having passed a party of three 
gentlemen in the way, and met with three more 
and two ladies on the top. The day proved 
one of the niost favourable we have had this 
season. The islands of the Clyde, Bute, the 
Cumbraes, &c., lay like a map at our feet; 
while those more remote. Jura, Isla, Mull, 
&c., with great part of the Irish coast, and 
many of our most celebrated Highland moun- 
tains, were distinctly in view. But by far the 
most attractive object seen from Goatfell is the 
mountain itself, with those by which it is im- 
mediately surrounded. In this respect Goat- 
feU surpasses anything of the kind I ever saw, 
and I have climbed many of the most elevated 
peaks in Scotland, England, and Wales. The 
upper part of the mountain, as well as those 
adjoining, consists of naked rocks, huge masses 
of granite, piled up in the most ^otesque and 
fantastic forms by nature's mighty architect. 
In some instances there is an appearance of 
regularity, Cyclopian walls, like mason work 
upon a gigantic scale. In other parts the most 
frightM chasms appear, into which the eye 
cannot penetrate without a thrill of horror, 
while around you are seen serrated ridges, like 
huge devouring fangs. 

I had ascended this mountain many years 
ago ; but could then merely discern, through a 
thick fog, that it was well worthy of a second 
visit under more f^^vourable circiunstances. As 
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this, in all probability, was the last time I 
should ever be there, I was resolved to make 
the most of it. Accordingly 1 scrambled to 
the tops of several points on the Goatfell ridge, 
till I came within view of Elioch-na-hain, (a 
most interesting peak, with, by interpretation, 
a still more interesting name,) all on the same 
side of Glen Sannox. Returning by a some- 
what different route, I descended at great 
hazard into the upper part of Glen Sannox, 
passed over into Glen Rosa, close by Kier- 
Vohr and Castleaval, descending the said Glen 
with unbounded admiration, but not vrithout 
dread of being benighted, if not cut off in such 
circumstances as might exclude the probability 
ofmyeverreceivingChristian burial. The upper 
part of this glen is of the rudest and most 
romantic character. Its waters fall into the 
bay of Brodick. On one side rises Goatfell 
in all its wild magnificence; on the other, 
Kier-Vohr and Ben-Oosh are the most striking 
objects. Let the pedestrian particularly re- 
mark a ledge of lofty, perpendicular rocks, 
forming a screen or amphitheatre, about half- 
way up Ben-Oosh, of singular structure and 
grandeur. This glen proved much longer than 
I anticipated ; so that my fears were in part 
realized, as I was fairly benighted when half- 
way down. The most formidable part of it, 
however, I had left behind me ; and though I 

fot at least a score of awkward enough tumbles, 
found myself " at mine ease in mine inn" at 
half-past eight. Being totally ignorant of the 
nature of the ground, and to prevent broken 
bones, I kept the bed of the stream for the last 
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mile or more, wading promiscuously through 
pools and shallows till I reached tne bridge. 
Not having tasted a morsel of food since I left 
Irvine at eight a.m, it may readily be conceived 
that Mrs. Jamieson's dainties disappeared with 
no ordinary rapidity. I was greatly surprised 
to learn, that in Brodick it had rained very 
heavily for two hours during my absence, 
though I had not felt a drop all day. I ob- 
served shadows of several brilliant rainbows in 
the sea, proceeding from clouds that were be- 
neath me, from which the rain must have been 
discharged. 

Second Day. — ^After a sound sleep I arose 
betimes, in order to explore the vicinity of 
Brodick Castle before the noble owner and 
his numerous party of sportsmen were astir. 
The morning was beautiful, and the bay en- 
chanting. No place can be imagined better 
adapted for bathing; and were the Duke 
disposed to improve his exchequer at the 
expense of his aristocratic feelings, he might 
have an excellent opportunity by feuing in 
this island. The contrary however is the 
case ; and the few bathers that resort to Arran 
must content themselves with very indifferent 
accommodation. Though it be questionable 
how far importations of drapers and cotton- 
spinners from Glasgow, Paisley, &c., would 
add to the interest of these scenes, it cannot 
be doubted that their neat villas would adorn 
the island, and their wealth enrich the poor 
natives. 

At the Castle I found all quiet, with the 

B 
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exception of the bustle occasioned by carpen- 
ters busied in constructing a temporary paviUon 
for the reception of the savans of the British 
Association. The Castle itself is well worth 
visiting^ both on account of its splendid situar 
tion, and its being a fair specimen of a baronial 
residence of several centuries standing. The 
.apartments are said to be by no means splen- 
did, but admirably adapted for a shooting 
residence. The surrounding woods are well 
stocked with beautiful American deer, two of 
which I happened to surprise ; and the upper 
grounds, as far as heath extends, afford abun- 
dance of black game and grouse. 

On descending to the beach, I walked seve- 
ral miles along the shore towards Lamlash ; 
and then retracing my steps, breakfasted with 
a venerable professor of Glasgow College, 
who, having long faithfully discharged his 
academical labours, has been for several years 
enjoying otium cum dignitate in this delightful 
retreat. I was lucky enough here to partake 
of haddock and whiting, which I had seen 
alive in the hands of tne fisherman. They 
were indeed excellent, and bespoke the ser- 
vices of an accomplished cook. 

The arrival of the packet, particularly at 
this season, creates considerable excitement, 
as it is generally full of visitors. After wait- 
ing its arrival, I set off along the shore for 
Loch Ranza, of which very singular place I 
had once got a glimpse at sea, m passing to 
the Giant's Causeway, which determined me 
to form a nearer acquaintance should it ever 
be in my power. About five miles from 
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Brodick, there is a neat little inn at a place 
called Corrie. Passing this, I proceeded to 
the foot of Glen Sannox, where the road to 
Loch Ranza leaves the shore. In this glen, 
the Duke of Hamilton has lately erected a 
work for converting barytes, or heavy spar, 
into a substitute for white lead, in the com- 
position of paint, — an expedient which many 
think will be successful, but which is a very 
questionable one. 

The &rm-house and offices at Glen Sannox 
are by far the best on the island ; indeed, they 
would grace the Lothians, and the tenant 
seems every way worthy of them. Having 
an introduction, I called, and was very hospi- 
tably received. After having been instructed 
as to the road to Loch Ranza, and kindly 
convoyed for a mile or so, I proceeded on my 
solitary ramble through a long and very dreary 
moor. The track I lollowed is in many places 
so obscure, that it is not easy, even in broad 
daylight, to keep it; and I would therefore 
earnestly advise no one to risk being benighted 
in this district, there being no house of any 
description for eight or ten miles,— especially 
as there is a carnage road by no means very 
circuitous. 

Loch Ranza is a place to dream of, but such 
as you will rarely see in real life. It is a nar- 
row inlet of the sea, among the lofty and steep 
mountains, apparently land-locked by a bold 
rocky predpice. On the foreground, in look- 
ing towards the sea, beyond a straggling vil- 
lage and small missionary church, there is a 
level on which stands an old castle, pretty 
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entire, and of great strength. Eight or nine 
miles of sea intervene betwixt tms and the 
coast of Kintyre, and beyond all appear the 
bold and lofty mountains of Jura. The sea 
here, as all around Arran, is of great depth, 
and so clear, that you may see shells or any 
white object forty or fifty feet from the sur- 
face. In the bay of Brodick, you have sound- 
ings from 12 to 20 fathoms ; btit a little far- 
ther out, from 80 to 100. 

At Loch Banza there is a comfortable little 
inn, kept by Mr. and Mrs. MfLarty, no way 
connected 4h the Glenbumie (amAj of that 
name. Upon entering, I was glad to see a 
roast of mutton at the fire ; but, to my morti- 
fication, was informed that it was preparipg 
for two gentlemen who had ordered it some 
days before. Trusting to some favourable 
arrangement, I loitered about the shore for an 
hour or so, till the expected arrival, when I 
was politely invited by the gentlemen to par- 
take. Our dinner consisted also of excellent 
fresh haddock ; so that we had no reason to 
complain of bad cheer. My companions were 
very genteel agreeable young men, — one had 
been ten years in India; and the other, the 
son of a gentleman connected with the island, 
had just returned from prosecuting his studies 
in England. We spent a very happy evening 
together, over some excellent whisky-toddy 
and tea, which the eastern soldier had been so 
provident as to send along with their luggage, 
not trusting to the resources of this sequestered 
spot for that delicate commodity. In these 
jgentlemen I was happy to find an exception 



THREE DATS IN ARRAN. 9 

to the generality of their class in these dege- 
nerate days. They had left Lamlash early in 
the morning, driven to Brodick, walked up 
Glen Rosa, ascended the ragged crests of Kier- 
Yohr, and marched direct upon Loch E.anza, 
through many a trackless moor and raging 
torrent, arriving at their destination about four 
o'clock. 

Here I may just suggest a day's work, quite 
practicable by young men of spuit who have 
the use of their limbs, and one which would 
be attended with no little gratification to any 
man who has a taste for the grand and sublime. 
Leave Glasgow early, either by sea or land ; 
break&st at Ardrossan; climb Goatfell; de- 
scend by the head of Glen Rosa and Glen 
Sannox, and proceed direct to Loch Ranza, 
as was done by the gentlemen above-men- 
tioned. I know not a more varied, compre- 
hensive, and delightftd excursion than this ; 
and if the weather were clear and fine, any 
active healthy young man might accomplish it 
with ease. Not to speak of steam conveyances, 
it might even be extended to Kilmarnock, by 
taking the Independent coach at five A. M. 
Coaches are ready upon its arrival to convey 
passengers to Ardrossan in time for the Arran 
packet. I trust these hints will not be thrown 
away, but fall into the hands of some'of your 
Glasgow readers, and induce them to devote 
their next few days of respite from the ware- 
room or desk, to exploring some of nature's 
sublimest retreats. 

As I meditated a very early departure next 
morning, I made all requisite inqmries of mine 



10 THREE DAYS IN ARRAX. 

host as to the route by the west side of the 
island^ and withdrew betimes to my humble 
but cleanly and comfortable couch. It is but 
justice to say that Mr. and Mrs. M^Larty seem 
a most respectable couple ; she proved a Gal- 
lowegian, which soon matured our acquaint- 
ance. Their charges are yery moderate ; and 
as they are mak£g some addition to their 
establishment, half a dozen yisitors may soon 
be accommodated as well as could reasonably 
be expected in such a lonely situation. A 
more splendid retreat for sea-bathers cannot be 
conceived ; and the arrival of a Clyde steamer 
twice or thrice a-week, would produce a won- 
derful metamorphosis. 

Third Day. — The weather for the last two 
days had been delightM ; now, however, a sad 
reverse occurred. No sooner had I retired to 
anticipated slumbers, than wind and rain came 
on to a degree little short of a tempest. Doors 
and windows rattled so, that sleep was out of 
the question ; and the very house shook to the 
foundation. In this state of things, I had no 
difficulty in discerning the boundaries of dark- 
ness and light, as I scarcely shut my eyes. 
Bein^ obliged to sail by the packet of this day, 
and having been informed that I had thirty 
miles to' walk by my intended route, I started 
at five o'clock, with grey day-light, leaving 
all quiet at Loch Banza, except the elements. 

There was something inexpressibly dreary 
and cheerless in holdmg on my soHtary course 
along the wild north-west coast of Arran under 
these circumstances. Close on my left arose 
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stupendous cliffs, and on the right an angry 
tempestuous sea dashed its troubled waters to 
my very feet, as there is little more than space 
for a narrow Highland road intervening. The 
rains had converted all the streams into tor- 
rents ; sevend of which, there being no brid^ 
were next to impassable. Upon one occasion, 
where some huge granite blocks had been car- 
ried down, I found very great difficulty. See- 
ing two men not far off, I requested them to 
lay a plank over the chasm. To this they 
kindly consented, holding hard by one end 
while I crossed. An emphatic, '^ Gudesake, Sir, 
tak' care o' yoursel' !" was ejaculated ; while 
the board vibrated till it was partly immersed 
in the broken water. When fairly over, I 
bowed my gratitude, the noise of the foaming 
torrent being beyond the compass of the voice. 
This stream flows chiefly from the north side 
of Ben Vharren, or Barren Mountain, one of 
the loftiest on the island. 

Here and there one meets with miserable 
huts, and equally miserable crops of oats and 
barley along the coast ; but, upon the whole, it 
has a desolate and savafi:e aspect. The herring 
fishery is the princip^ employment of the 
natives. Close under the shelter of a headland, 
I observed no less than fifteen serviceable-look- 
ing boats, belongmg probably to the islanders. 
One of them attempted to cross the channel 
while I was passing, but had not proceeded 
£Eirther than a couple of hundred yards before 
she was obliged to put back, as the sea was 
dashing over her pretty freely. The opposite 
coast of Kintyre is extremely bleak ana unin- 



12 THREE DATS IN ARBAN. 

teresting. It cannot be called bold ; and the 
uniform-looking hills nowhere, I should think, 
exceed a thousand feet in height. 

I pushed on through wind and rain, without 
anything remarkable occurring, till I was sud- 
denly brought up by a broad, deep, and raging 
torrent, which, ior some time I feared, would 
render farther progress that day impracticable. 
It is called the lorsay, and is decidedly the 
largest river in the island. Its waters flow from 
the rugged sides of Ben Vharren, Caimnacail- 
lach, Ben-oosh, &c. ; and on this occasion 
presented a truly formidable aspect. Not far 
from me, on a little knoll, was a flag-staff with 
a flag flying, indicating the residence of the 
Hon. Mr. W estenra, one of the three proprie- 
tors of the island, and brother of Lord Ross- 
more, an Irish Peer. He resides here during 
part of the shooting season in a small white- 
washed cottage ; but a more dreary abode can 
scarcely be imagined. It is sheltered from the 
sea by the eminence above-mentioned ; and, in 
front, the impetuous lorsay dashes on to the 
restless ocean, about a quarter of a mile distant. 

Ascending till the channel narrowed was out 
of the question, as I might have trudged on 
till night without a chance of effecting a safe 
passage. At length I resolved to strike in 
where the stream was broadest, and to slant 
downwards about a hundred yards, as being the 
least dangerous course I could adopt. The 
depth was not so great as I anticipated, for I 
was never above the middle ; but the strength 
of the current, among huge rolled and roUmg 
stones, repeatedly almost threw me off my 
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feet; in which case the chances were, that 
I should very unceremoniously have been hur- 
ried into the sea as a waif to the finny tribe. 
After much caution, and no little danger, I 
reached the dry land ; but what was my mor- 
tification, when upon looking back I found 
that I had passed a clachan, concealed from the 
road by high ground, where I had been advised 
to breakfast ! Ketuming was not to be thought 
of; so I pressed on, drenched and hungry, to 
some caves on the shore, in one of which, called 
the King's Cave, kept with considerable care, 
Robert Bruce is said to have sheltered himself 
from his enemies. 

As nature now called aloud for sustenance, 
I entered the best-looking of several cottages 
not far oiF, and asked if I could have break&st. 
I was answered in the affirmative, and soon 
partook plentifully of their best, which was 
most acceptable, though certainly, in other 
circumstances, not very inviting. I could not 
complain of want of company, as the whole of 
the neighbours flocked together to see the 
Sassenach at feed. The customary recompense 
was thankfully received; and a lad landly 
conducted me to a foot-path through the 
muir, leading to the road latelv made betwixt 
BrocUck and Liskin. Several miles' travel- 
ling brought me to this road, which is the 
best on the island, and here ended my 
difficulties, as there now remained little more 
than six miles to Brodick. ' From the highest 
part of this road, where it is called the String ^ 
there is a splendid view of the Alpine peaks, 
as also of the Bay of Brodick, where the 
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steamer had just arrlyed on her way to Lam- 
lash. Passinff the exceedingly neat new 
church, with its trim-kept enclosure, I soon 
again arrived at head-quarters, having walked 
no less than thirty miles before two o'clock, — 
not a bad day's work for a man who was in his 
prime a quarter of a century ago, especially 
when the performances of the two preceding 
days are taken into consideration. The com- 
forts of a change of raiment, and an excellent 
dinner, were unspeakably enhanced by the 
hardships of the morning. Before six the « Isle 
of Arran" arrived at Ardrossan, after encoun- 
tering what the captain called a ^^ snappish 
sea," which induced him prudently to lift his 
&res as soon as we got on board. 

As the mountain scenery is by far the most 
attractive object in Arran, and as it can be 
visited comparatively by few, I may here 
mention, that, next to the view from their sum- 
mits, the best views of the mountains are from 
the String, the road from Lamlash, and Glen 
Sannox farm-house, all of easy access by car- 
riages. Whoever goes to Lamlash, which is 
well worth being visited on account of its 
admirable natural harbour, should ascend the 
Holy Isle, nearly a thousand feet high, from 
which also the mountain range k seen to great 
advantage. The Holy Isle, when viewed from 
Goatfell, bears a very striking resemblance to 
Arthur Seat. 

Thouffh Goatfell- is universaUy. allowed to 
be the highest point in Arran, yet its apparent 
superiority is owing more to its advantageous 
position, than to itlB actual greater elevation. 
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He is unquestionably the Father of the flock ; 
but he is surrounded by sundry stalwart soldier- 
featured sons, whose names have been repeat- 
edly mentioned in these letters. Some of them, 
I should imagine, axe not lower by more than 50 
or 60 feet, not to speak of others, on the same 
ridffe with Goatfell, whose stature approaches 
still nearer that of their sire. Viewing the whole 
as a stately family groupe, they cannot be 
matched ; and though they are not very accessi* 
ble in their demeanour, yet their acquaintance is 
well worth cultivating, andtheimpression of their 
lofty and dignified bearing must be indelible in 
the minds of all who are admirers of the great. 

To return to sobrietv.— The granite of which 
this mountain range is composed, though in 
general compact and durable, has been so acted 
upon by the elements here and there in great 
veins, as to form a fine granitic sand. But the 
fundamental rock is so nard and tough, that it 
would puzzle Dr. Buckland and all his hammer- 
men to procure from its "thunder-split peaks" 
a good solid firagment as a specimen. It was 
owing to the rotten crumbling nature of these 
veins, that much of my difficulty arose in. 
descending into Glen Sannox. I was some- 
what surprised to find juniper bushes, with 
fruit, as far up the mountain as vegetation 
extended, — ^not less than 2000 feet above the 
sea-level. The entire elevation is 2840 feet, 
rising immediately fi-om the sea. 

As serpents are common on the island, 
long worsted stockings should be worn ; and 
no person should attempt roughing it, as I did, 
without a pair of Homell's best double-soled 
shoes, or something as good, if they can be got. 
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A motley collection of the serpent tribe was 
shown me by a gentleman who had casually 
encountered them in his rambles. 

There is good angling in the Arran streams 
after rain, when they are visited by sea-trout. 
A few days before I went there, the Marquess 
of Douglas, with a party of friends, and many 
of the natives, had a battue in Loch lorsay 
with the net, and caught about a hundred 
salmon and sea-trout. One day I came to a 

fentleman fishing with fly in the salt green sea ! 
[e was not successM while I looked on, but 
told me he sometimes caught fine salmon and 
sea-trout in that way. 1 shall only ftirther 
state, that the inhabitants, the aborigines of this 
island, are very kind and civil to strangers, 
but have generally a starved, dejected look, 
though, no doubt, like most mountaineers, they 
prefer it to every other place,— 

" The tempest's fury, and the torrent's roar, 
But bind them to their native mountain's more." 



A MORNING RAMBLE IN GLEN ROSA 

IN 1841. 

Some years ago I sent you, in three letters, an 
account of " Three Days in Arran." It may 
be remembered by some of your readers, that, 
on the first of these, I was benighted in Glen 
Rosa, after visiting Goatfell and Glen Sannox, 
and that upon that occasion I got many severe 
falls and bruises, owing to the roughness of the 
ground, and the darkness of the night. Hav- 
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ing occasion to be in the same most interesting 
island last week for one night, I resolved, before 
breakfast next morning, to explore the scene ot 
my former adventures; and having been in- 
formed that the communications above alluded 
to were read with considerable interest, I hope 
the present may be so also. 

I left Mrs. Jamieson's inn betwixt five and 
six o'clock, and, owing to misdirection, or more 
probably my own blunder, I kept the Goatfell 
side of the glen, (which is neither so direct 
nor comforttu)le as the other,) till I reached 
the quarter where my jeopardy began, about 
four miles above the vUlage of Brodick. At 
this place there is nearly an end to all vege- 
table productions, with the exception of occa- 
sional tufts of heather. I crossed the stream at 
the upper end of a pool, over which hang the 
birch and mountain ash, but of such stunted 
dimensions as indicate their expiring eflfbrt. 
The pool itself is one of the most tempting to 
the bather I ever saw, especially on such a 
morning as was the 3d of July. It is of con- 
siderable length and depth, fenced by a per- 
pendicular wall of granite, ten or twelve feet 
nigh, and paved with the same substance. At 
the upper end is a cascade ; and the water was 
as cool and limpid as can be conceived. After 
indulging in the luxuries of the bath, I ascended 
the sharp rocky ridge in a direct line between 
Goatfell and Ben-oosh, and was amply recom- 
pensed for my exertions. From tins ridge, 
which may be about 1800 feet above the sear- 
level, you command a full view of all the more 
lofty peaks in the island, comprehending. 
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besides those that have significant Gaelic 
designations, many ^^ hu^^e nameless rocks," 
parSkrly 'arresting t^ attention of tlJe 
pedestrian. Immediately aroand you, are 
Ben-oosh^ Caimnacaillach, Kier-vohr, Goatfell, 
&c. These exhibit, when viewed in certain 
directions, the most &ntastic shapes imagin- 
able. Some of the masses of granite resemble 
prodigious waggons, or hay-stacks ; others seem 
sharp as needles, and rise in regular succession, 
like the teeth of a saw, or the comb of a cock. 
Inunediately beside and under me lay a husre 
excayation/fenced by nearly perpLdicX 
cliffs, much resembling the crater of an ex- 
tinct volcano, which I greatly regretted I had 
not time minutely to explore. The whole 
scene presented itself under the most favour- 
able curcumstances, and was one which I shall 
never forget. 

Though Goatfell is confessedly the highest 
point in the island, there are others, especially 
one at the head of Glen Sannox, and on the 
opposite side of the chasm, which cannot be 
more than a hundred feet lower, if so much. 
Upon approaching the island indeed from 
Glasffow by water, this latter point, even to 
an elperienced eye, seems the higher of the 
two, tnough in almost every other direction 
where they are both seen, Goatfell maintains 
the superiority. There is something pre-emi- 
nently imposing and dignified in the summit of 
this latter mountain, as seen from the position 
I have just been describing. The middle por- 
tions are rugged and broken, like all the sur- 
i^ounding eminences; but the upper region rises 
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for eight or sine hundred feet in cakn and 

fraceml majesty. You might fency its resem- 
lance to the " hero of a hundred battles," who 
has survived the tug and havoc of them aU, 
and finally been elevated to the Peerage. 
Thus Goatfell, the hero of ten thousand tem- 
pests, rears his bald, majestic head to the 
clouds, surrounded by his staff of thunder-split 
peaks, " towerinff in horrid nakedness," com- 
panioL amidst tL war of contending elements 
for numberless generations. Far fi'om scathe- 
less, however, has been his career of glory. In 
some respects he seems to have had decidedly 
the worst of the set-to with old Father Time. 
His very summit indeed consists of immense 
blocks of hard imperishable granite i and a 
little lower down are seen huge Cyclopian walls 
of the same material. But the latter are 
shaken, as if by some great convulsion ; and 
the whole surface of the conical top of the 
mountain is strewed thickly with riven rocks, 
stones of all sizes, and granitic sand. 

I would earnestly recommend you. Sir, and 
all your readers who are mountain-fanciers, to 
repair to the above most interesting of all our 
islands, if you have not already been there. 
Access to Arran is now most easy. There is a 
daily steam-packet from Ardrossan to Brodick 
and Lamlash, in addition to one from Glasgow, 
during the summer months ; and thus, for a 
mere trifle, you can be transported in the 
course of a few hours to Brodick, at the very 
base of Goatfell. The whole scenery from 
the Broomielaw is such as cannot be surpassed 
— beginning with all that is soft, verdant, and 
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cultivated, and terminating in Nature's wildest 
and sternest aspect. Only be careful to choose 
favourable weather. Within the last few weeks, 
a party left Edinbiu-gh by the railway for 
Arran— arrived there in a wonderfuUy short 
time — remained in the island a few hours, and 
returned at night to the Metropolis ; but such 
was the state of the weather, that many never 
left the vessel, while groups were seen cower- 
ing about Brodick under umbrellas, scarcely 
able to see the chimnies of the cottages ! 

At the best, however, such a Cockney expe^ 
dition is of questionable notoriety, and would 
hardly stand the test of Christopher North's 
criticism. To all who have a sound constitu- 
tion, and a few days at thftir command, I would 
recommend something different. In three days 
an able-bodied pedestrian may visit, or see, all 
that is truly interesting in the island. Let 
him, on the first, ascend Glen Eosa, go to the 
top of Goatfell, pass through the gorge between 
Glen Kosa and Glen Sannox (the most inte- 
resting point of all) to Loch Banza. On the 
second, let him return by the Cock of Arran, 
entrance of Glen Sannox, and the Corrie, to 
Brodick. On the third, he should visit Brod- 
ick Castle and go to Lamlash by land, return- 
ing at half-past three by the Isle of Arran 
steamer to Brodick and Ardrossan. If he has 
a fourth day, he could not employ it better 
than in going to Bruce's caves, on the opposite 
side of the island, by the String, and returning 
by the pass which leads from the west coast to 
Lamlash. If a man can accompUsh this with 
personal ease, in favourable weather, and not 
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feel the liveliest gratification, he must have 
something in his nature little to be envied. 

The inhabitants of Arran are primitive in 
their character and manners, owing in a great 
measure to the Duke of Hamilton not permit- 
ting feus in the island. In Brodick may be 
seen the old women sitting at their doors, 
arrayed in flannel toySj a species of head-gear 
now very little in use, and the men lounging 
about knitting stockings on wires. All classes 
have an appearance of indolence ; and their 
little gardens, instead of abounding in pot- 
herbs, flowers, and fruit-trees, are fiill of weeds, 
and have every appearance of neglect. They 
are, however, remarkable for peaceableness and 
honesty, so that many will question how far it 
would be advisable to introduce among them 
the habits of civilized life. They are most 
fortunate in having the Marquis of Douglas as 
their feudal lord, whose German bride takes 
much delight in her mountain home. He is 
now making an addition on a great scale to 
the castle, and intends to spend more time in 
the island than has been customary with his 
family. A few days previous to my late visit, 
he and his Princess had added greatly to their 
popularity by their presence at games, in which 
they seemed to feel a lively interest, as well as 
by their kind and cordial attentions to all 
around them. In such circumstances, though 
many may lament that Arran is in a great 
measure shut up from the world, yet none can 
blame the proprietor for his resolution to avail 
himself of it in that way which tends most to 
his gratification. 

c 
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THE HIGHLANDS OF GALLOWAY. 

MERRICK, LOCH ENOCH, &c., 



IN 1846. 



The Highlands of Galloway may be described 
as being chiefly comprehended in the parishes 
of Kells and Minnigaff ; for although there are 
other lofty momitains, — CriffeU, Cairnsmuir of 
Carsphaim, Cairnsmuir of Fleet, &c., yet these 
are comparatively unapproached by mountains 
of similar altitude, and ought consequently to 
be regarded more as detached chains. 

It has often struck me how very little known 
this district is, considering its interesting 
character. The cause is no doubt to be re- 
ferred to the want of roads. The black water 
of Dee is a fine Highland-featured river. To- 
wards its source there are many mountain 
lakes containing trout and pike in abundance, 
and grouse is plentiful; but, strange to say, 
there is actually not the vestige of a road upon 
its banks, from Loch Kenn to the fountain-head. 
Were a road opened from Loch Kenn up this 
river as far as Coaran Lane, and across by 
Loch Dee to Loch Trool, and the road from 
Newton-Stewart to Maybole, it would, I am 
convinced, be a great accommodation, not only 
to sportsmen and tourists, but to the public in 
general. A road ought also to be made up 
the Fleet from Gatehouse, by Locb Grannoch, 
to join the former at or near Dee Bridge. The 
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making of these roads, through a district of the 
best materials, and where property, instead of 
being injured, would be vastly improved, is an 
object well worthy the attention of proprietors, 
and ought no longer to be delayed. 

These remarks have been occasioned by an 
excursion made lately by myself and a mend 
to the top of Merrick, and some of the adjoin- 
ing mountains and lakes. The weather proved 
favourable, and we were highly Ratified by 
our exertions, insomuch that I would earnestly 
recommend tourists who are sound in wind 
and limb, to follow our example ; but these 
qualifications will be found indispensable, as the 
localities in question can be approached with 
safety neither by a wheeled vehicle, nor on 
horseback. Clattering Shaws is the nearest 
practicable road on Deeside, and Stroan, or 
Skiongchan, on that of the Cree, any of which 
will be found far enough from Merrick or 
Loch Enoch by those who feel disposed to visit 
these truly interesting scenes. 

We ascended Merrick from Loch Trool, 
perhaps the most romantic spot in the south 
of Scotland. This lake is about two miles 
long, well skirted with wood, and has several 
graceful bends among lofty and precipitous 
mountains. After scrambling among huge 
blocks of granite for about three miles, we 
came to one of the most sequestered and in- 
accessible shepherd's dwellings in Scotland, 
called Kilsharg. Here, as everywhere in this 
mountain district, we were most hospitably 
received, and made welcome to their best cheer. 
The shepherd's wife, in the absence of her lord, 
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provided us with stout cleekiea to steady us 
among the rocks and mosi^-hags ; and we then 
proceeded to the top. of the mountain^ which 
might be about four miles from her cottage. 
The first part of our route was serious climbing, 
but the last two miles consisted of a gentle 
slope over soft verdant pasture, such as I never 
witnessed at anything approaching the eleva^ 
tion, though I have clunbed almost all the 
moimtains of note in Scotland, Cumberland, 
and Westmoreland. 

We had now " climbed the highest hill that 
rises o'er the source o' Dee," anj were struck 
with admiration of the surrounding scenery, 
Merrick is said to be nearly 3000 feet in 
height, and is decidedly the loftiest mountain 
in the south of Scotland. The view from its 
summit is of the most commanding description. 
The whole Frith of Clyde lies, as it were, 
mapped before you towards the west. The 
weather was by no means remarkably clear ; 
still we saw the whole of Arran, with its fan- 
tastic peaks, the Mull of Kintyre, the coast of 
Ireland, Mull of Galloway, Benghaim, Criffell, 
the Moflat hills, &c., &c., and were convinced, 
that under more favourable circumstances, we 
might have had a view, not only of the Isle of 
Man, but also of the Cumberland mountains, 
with many of those of the West Highlands, 
and even some of the Hebrides. The Island 
of Ailsa and Eoiockdolian were particularly 
conspicuous, with the whole coast of Ayrshire 
from Largs to Lochryan ; and under certain 
glimpses of the solar rays we could even dis- 
tinctly discern ships imder sail ! 
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The adjoining mountains, CarKn's Caim, the 
Mill Yeas, those to the east of Loch Trool, 
&c., had a sternly wild appearance, and added 
sreatly to the interest of the scene, with the 
farioi lakes interspersed, gUtterii^ in ike 
sunbeams. In short, let the mountam-fimcier 
repair to Merrick in fine weather, and he will 
be richly rewarded for his trouble ; but let him 
beware of fogs, for in a region so rugged and 
remote from human dwellings, these would be 
most bewildering and dangerous. 

The side of tne mountain towards the north 
and north-east, is remarkably abrupt, and &lls 
into Loch Enoch by two prodigious leaps, 
which characterize its appearance from a dis- 
tance, and have a fearfiu aspect when viewed 
from the brink. Down this ravine the engin- 
eers lately employed in the Government survey 
appear to have employed their idle hours (which 
could not be few) in rolling huge boulders of 
granite, some of which might have plunged 
into the dark waters of the lake. Loch Enoch 
is in some respects one of the most remark- 
able anywhere to be seen. It contains several 
islands, in one of which is a small lake, said to 
be well stocked with trout ; and it is so indented 
by headlands, that keeping close to its margin 
would perhaps double the circumference, which 
may be estimated at about three miles. A 
more desolate, dreary, imapproachable scene, 
can hardly be imagined. All its shores are of 
granite, bleached by the storms of ages, which, 
m such a region, probably 1200 feet at least 
above the sea, must rage with tremendous ftiry. 
It is intersected by dyEes of granite, resembling 
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artificial piers ; and as there are no weeds, and 
deep water from the very edge, it is particu- 
larly favourable to the angler, who may in the 
course of a few hours fill his basket with trout, 
scarcely averaging herring size, but some of 
which cut up red, and are of fine quality. This 
lake is on the confines of Ayrshire^ as the water 
i8suing from it runs into the upper extremity of 
Loch Doon. Some of its bays contain abun- 
dance of beautifiil gi'anite sand, resembling the 
finest oatmeal, which is much prized for sharp- 
ing scythes, and carried to a great distance for 
that purpose. Adjoining it, southward, are 
Lochs Nelderkin, VaJley, Long, Eound, and 
Dee, the farthest (Loch Dee) not being above 
eight miles distant, all containing trout, pike, 
or both ; so that to a fisher who has a relish 
for the sterner beauties of nature, I know no 
district in the south of Scotland better calcu- 
lated to gratify his taste. 



A FEW DATS OF RECREATION 

IN 1848. 

There is nothing more exhilarating or con- 
ducive to health, than occasional change of 
scene and occupation. This variety is particu- 
larly salutary to men of studious and sedentary 
habits ; so ih^t^ if indulgence in it be at all 



_ J 



A FEW DATS OF BGCREATION. 27 

practicable, they ought, at aU events once in 
the year, to leave care behind, and prepare 
themselves for renewed professional energies 
by a few weeks of complete relaxation. Im* 
pressed with this conviction, I resolved to avail 
myself of the various locomotive powers which 
have of late so wonderfiilly increased, to see 
and hear a little more than what is generally 
to be expected in rural retirement, and am now 
about to relate what may be effected in little 
more than ten days, without incurring any for- 
midable expense ; hoping that to some of your 
readers my commumcations may not be alto* 
gether uninteresting or unedifying. 

Along with a fellow-traveller of similar tastes 
and pursuits with myself, I left the Lockerbie 
Station for Glasgow on the 4th September. In 
our progress thither, nothing occurred particu- 
larly worthy of remark. That astonishing cut- 
ting at, and near the summit of the Caledonian 
line, cannot fidl to arrest the attention, as a 
proof of what wealth and ingenuity can effect. 
On each side of the line, several precipices 
have been called into existence, of imposing 
grandeur, by cutting through the hardest and 
most compact rock ; and, were it not for the 
strictest vigilance on the part of the servants 
of the rauway, imminent danger would be 
incurred by fragments falling on the rails, 
whether accidentally detached, or intentionally 
placed there by the reckless and imprincipled. 
Unusual caution however is observed for seve- 
ral miles, so that no serious accident has hitherto 
occurred there. 

In passing through this district, I was fore- 
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ibly struck with the contrast between present 
circumstances^ and those in which, when a boy, 
I used to traverse the same localities. Like 
many others on their route to school or coUege, 
staff in hand and bread in pocket, I was wont 
to wend my solitary way through mountains 
which, fix)m our tardy, toilsome progress, 
seemed most provokingly to accompany us on 
our journey. Now, how different! Queens- 
berry, Hartfell, the Lowthers, Tinto, Coulter 
Fell, &c., are scarcely seen, till they are trium- 
phantly passed and left far in the distance, 
scarcely leaving a trace in the memory ; but 
greatly to the relief of both purse and person. 

Long before entering Glasgow, the smoke, 
noise, and bustle which everywhere prevail, 
evidently prove the vicinity of a mighty city. 
Tile and brick-works, hot-blast iron furnaces, 
enormous cotton works, with their lofty chim- 
ney-stalks, all proclaim that here Mammon has 
pitched one of his principal abodes ; and, while 
thus impressed, the train is ushered into the 
station amidst a crowd of human beings of all 
denominations, each intent on their several 
interests. Porters, cabmen, omnibus drivers, 
&c., all offering their services, render it an 
easy matter for experienced travellers to reach 
their destination, whether in hotels or in the 
houses of friends ; though, to the uninitiated, 
all seems a Babel of utter confusion, and there 
is much danger of their being imposed on, or 
falling into awkward and troublesome blunders. 
As for my companion and myself, having only 
small carpet bags and stout wallong-stans, we 
soon found our way to a comfortable hotel at 
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the steam-boat quay, &om which we intended 
next day to proceed to Inverary, 

It is entirely unnecessary to enlarge upon 
the extension, &c., of this wonderful city, now 
decidedly the second in the empire. Suffice it 
to say, that its population amounts to 350,000, 
and is steadily mcreasing at the rate of 10,000 
per annum, or, perhaps even more ; though 
there is much reason for suspecting that the 
quality does not keep pace with the quantity, 
as a great proportion of the new-comers are 
natives of the Emerald Isle. Its business 
resorts and places of public amusement, have 
of late been astonishingly multiplied ; so that 
there is no city in the British dominions which, 
in these respects, bears a more complete resem- 
blance to London. 

Next morning we sailed in the Breadalbane 
steamer for Inverary, by Lochgoil. The 
navigation of the Clyde is particularly interest- 
ing to strangers, who wonder at the listless 
yawning indifference with which passengers 
accustomed to it behold everything around 
them. To those, however, who have never 
before, or seldom been there, all is beheld with 
lively interest — from the trim thatched cottage 
of the retired mariner, to the stately mansion 
of the wealthy merchant, or far-descended 
nobleman. But to the lover of Nature there is 
a charm in the ever-varying peaks of the 
surrounding mountains, far surpassing every- 
thing else. Those of Arran, Argyll's Bowlings 
grreen, and Arroquhar, are particularly attrac- 
tive, and cannot fail to arrest the attention of 
English travellers, who, now that the Conti- 
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nent is in a great measure shut up, compose a 
very great majority of our Highland tourista. 
Every one must admire the retired quiet retreat 
of Ardentinny; while the whole of Lochgoil 
is pre-eminently " wild and majestic." At the 
landing-place, a coach awaited the arrival o£ 
passengers for St. Catherine's on Loch Fyne, 
to which there is a very precipitous and rugged 
road of about eight miles, over great part of 
which passengers generaUy prefer pedestrianism 
to the risk of broken necks, or over-fatiguing 
the poor horses. The valley, from Lochgoil- 
head to the top of the ascent, is remarkably 
rugged, with many fine cascades, and hss 
received the expressive, though somewhat 
8tai*tling denomination of Hell's Glen. The 
streams and pools here must be very favour- 
able for angling ; and, owing to their proximity 
to the sea, cannot fail to be occasionaUy visited 
by something superior to the common run of 
bum trout. At St. Catherine's, a small eight- 
horse power steamer soon conveyed us to Invert 
ary, where we arrived amidst thick mist and 
heavy rain, a too frequent occurrence in this 
quarter, and which seems the only drawback 
to this princely and most delightful residence. 
There is much difference of opinion as to 
whether this place or Taymouth is to be pre- 
ferred. In many respects there is a considerable 
resemblance, and much may be said on both sides^ 
If the mountains about Inverary are less ele- 
vated, yet, by their being closer to the town and 
castle, their appearance is more imposing than 
those of Loch Tay ; and as Loch Fyne pos- 
sesses all the attractions of an inland lake, in 
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addition to all the advantages of being an arm 
of the sea, navigable to the very doors, in this 
respect there is a decided superiority. Though 
Loch Tay is one of our very finest lakes, yet it 
is not seen icom the castle, and its inland situ- 
ation is attended with many and obvious incon- 
veniences ; so that I, for one, after long and 
intimate acquaintance with both, am rather 
inclined to prefer Inverary. If anything could 
have shaken my preference, it would have been 
the state of the weather during my late visit. 
Fortified however by an excellent dinner in 
the Argyll Hotel, (Walker's,) one of the best 
in Scotland, we sallied forth to renew our 
acquaintance with some of the splendid sur- 
rounding walks and drives, many of which are 
open to the public. ' 

The avenues are of great length, and can 
boast some of the largest beeches and limes in 
Scotland. In one of these, there are two con- 
tiguous beeches, very tall and straight, which 
unite at a great distance from the ground, and 
form one of the most complete specimens of the 
kind anywhere to be seen. This is called the 
Marriage Tree. It has been carefiilly inclosed, 
and is much admired by strangers. The public 
roads along the beach in both directions are 
particularly interesting ; and none should omit 
going to Duniquaigh, which, though only about 
700 leet in height, commands all that is most 
worth seeing in this vicinity, especially the 
splendid residence of the Duke, with its lovely 
nver and grounds. ^ The bridge over the Airy 
is remarkable for being close to the salt sea on 
one side, with a b(dd rapid liver on the other ; 
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backed with precipitous rocks, and all around 
its margin there is a rising town, with a con- 
siderable population. In the immediate yicinity 
gentlemen are constructing beautiful villas ; 
and the Castle of Dunolly, overhanging the 
sea, is an object of surpassing interest. The 
bay is landlocked by the island of Kerrera, by 
each end of which there is ready access to the 
Atlantic ; so that there cannot be imagined a 
more snug and commodious harbour for all 
descriptions of shipping, from the herring-boat 
to a first-rate man-of-war. 

The want of a parish church here has 
afforded an excellent opportunity for Free 
Church zeal being displayed, by the erection 
of a very handsome place of worship, on an 
eminence overlooking the town and bay. 
Various other places of worship are also to be 
found here ; but an imperfect knowledge of 
Gaelic in the preachers is an obstacle to the 
satisfactory communication of spiritual instruc- 
tion among the lower classes, who through- 
out the Highlands are profoundly ignorant 
and bigoted. Here, as at Inverary, there is a 
deplorable prevalence of wet weather, inso- 
much that a gentleman residing in the neigh- 
bourhood infonned me, that by referring to a 
regularly. kept meteorological table, he found 
there were no less than 268 days on which 
rain had fallen from the 19 th August last year, 
when the Queen visited Oban, till the corres- 
ponding day of this year ! Upon my observing 
that surely May would be an exception, he 
assured me that it was one of the rainiest 
months, though throughout the rest of the 
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kingdom such a month for fine weather has 
rarely been known. 

There is perhaps no expedition connected 
with the coast of Scotland more generally inte- 
resting than that to Staffa. Its remote situa- 
tion among the raging billows of the Atlantic 
renders its approach at all times precarious; 
but when a landing can be effected, rarely, if 
ever, have visitors been disappointed. I had 
long ago visited Oban, with the intention of 
going to Staffa ; but was thwarted, along with 
some others, owing to the state of the weather. 
On this occasion we nearly met with a similar 
fete. " The morning lowered, the dawn was 
overcast, and heavily in clouds brought on the 
day," insomuch that several of both sexes, who 
intended visiting the island, deemed it impru- 
dent, and remained snug in Oban. At seven 
A.M. however the Dolphin weighed anchor, 
under Captain M'Killop, who had last year 
been selected as pilot to her Majesty from the 
Crinan Canal to Oban, Staffa, and Fort-Wil- 
liam. 

The wind blew strong a-head, and the rain 
descended in torrents. We set several passen- 
gers ashore at Tobermory, among whom was a 
distinguished Edinburgh D.D. with his spouse. 
The situation of this uttle town is extremely 
interesting. The bay is well secured from 
heavy seas, well wooded, and no less than five 
good cascades were observed within half a mile 
of us, some of them falling perpendicular from 
a great height into the sea, and, being all 
flooded, we saw them to great advantage. On 
leaving Tobermory, and till we were about 
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half-way between that and Staffa, there was no 
appearance of the weather moderating, so that 
the Captain hesitated as to proceeding, and 
despaired of landing us. The Dolphin how- 
ever is a first-rate sea-boat, and seldom ship- 
ped water to any great extent. On nearing 
the island, symptoms of improvement appeared, 
and to our great delight we were all (about 
24) safely put ashore, having the sailors as our 
guides to the great cave. There are many 
adjoining islands of most grotesque forms ; but 
little, if any better than naked rocks. Staffa 
is an exception. Though only about two miles 
in circumference, the pasture seemed tolerable, 
and there was about a score of small bullocks 
making the most of it. 

A wooden ladder and ropes facilitated our 
entrance to Fingal's Cave, which came sud- 
denly in view, and afiected us all with a kind 
of solemn but pleasing awe. Entering in a 
boat was out of the question, as the long lofty 
surges would soon have reduced it to shivers ; 
but most of us advanced half-way on the 
broken columns, and saw the waves distinctly 
dashing on the farther extremity, and falling in 
foam and spray from the roof. Their hoarse 
hollow echoes have a very fine effect. The 
tall basaltic columns are somewhat curved, and 
of a very dark colour ; but altogether are ele- 
gant as well as majestic. The sea is deep and 
beautifiilly green, and there is not the slightest 
appearance of sea-weed or sludge of any kind 
to render the footing slippery or uncomfortable. 
In short, we were delighted, and the more so 
as we had all but despaired of being set ashore 
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at all. There was only one lady of the party ; 
but she was the first to leap ashore, and evinoed 
throughout a de^ee of spuit and activity equal 
to any of the other sex. She was an English 
woman, and, as her husband informed us, the 
mother of twelve children I There are the walls 
of a cottaffe in Staffa, but no dwelling-house. 
These walls are not old, and have evidently 
been constructed with care, and at considerable 
expense, probably with the view of its being a 
sentimental retreat for part of the year, though a 
very short period indeed would suffice to satisfy 
ihe longings of the most devoted recluse. 

From StafFa we proceeded to lona, about 
^ht miles distant. Nothing can be more 
bleak and barbarous than great part of the 
west coast of Mull. It consists of red granite 
rocks, piled together in shapeless concision, 
few of them exceeding 200 feet in height, and 
evidently so destitute of vegetation, that hun- 
dreds of acres would not afford pasture suffi- 
cient for one goat I We had no difficulty in 
landing on lona ; but it puzzled us all to con- 
ceive what could be the mducement to render 
this a seat of learning, or a burying-place for 
philosophers, bishops, and kings ! It is cer- 
tainly one of the most uninteresting, physically, 
of all the Hebrides. Here and there is to be 
found an attempt at cropping; but as for 
wood of any kind, there is absolutely none. 
Monks and friars seldom selected such abodes, 
as they have been proverbially addicted to 
roost in the fattest pasturage, so that their con- 
gregating here seems a mystery not easily to 
be solved. 
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The ruins are (vJlj as entire as most of us 
expected to find them ; and many of the tomb- 
stones are covered with strange effigies of 
priests^ warriors^ kings^ &c., wmch, with the 
inscriptions, are wonderfully sharp and entire. 
An islander, who speaks English tolerably, 
acted as our guide for a small consideration 
from each ; and we were followed by scores of 
famished-looking children, offering for a trifle 
plates full of shells and small stones, some of 
which might be valuable, but the greater -por- 
tion mere rubbish. " Pewiy, fourpence, six- 
pence,*^ seemed the amount of their English 
literature. The whole population of the i^and 
does not exceed 450, and is contained princi- 
pallv, if not entirely, in the immediate vicinity 
of the ruins. 

Here are two respectable-looking manses, 
with as many churches, free and bond* It is 
difficult to conceive a more melancholy effect 
of the late Secession than is exemplified in this 
wretched island. Its poor, halfnstarved, igno- 
rant population, has not escaped the late epi- 
demic ; for we were informed that few, and 
mutually dependent as they are for comfort, 
those visited by the new light will scarcely 
recognize thdr former fiiends as beings of the 
same species with themselves ! This sad state 
of things is to be observed throughout the 
whole of the Highlands, and prevafls just in 
roportion to the ignorance of the inhabitants* 
asked a highly respectable Highland clergy-^ 
man, if there was no hope of proving to them 
its incompatibility with true religion ? He 
replied, that " it would- be very difficult, as 
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their Graelic preachers had crammed them with 
such ^oss mis-statements in regard to the 
Established Church, and as their ignorance and 
prejudices were such, that they could not read 
refutations of what they had heard, nor would 
they listen with patience to any one who was 
disposed to enlighten them." • 

On returning to the Dolphin the sailors 
handed about a begging-box, to which we 
were all disposed to contribute on account of 
their civility. A letter however accompanied 
the box, stating that the contributions were in 
aid of a Free Church School in the island. 
This intelligence being made public, chilled the 
intentions of nearly the whole party, a^ we 
could not conceive the place destitute of either 
a parliamentary or parochial school ; and as one 
must be quite sufficient where there are only 
three or rourscore children, and these concen- 
trated in one comer of the island ; moreover, 
we had just seen and heard enough of the 
effects of Free Kirk tuition to induce us not 
to connive at its extension. 

Upon leaving this renowned seat of learning, 
reputed to have been once the luminary of the 
Caledonian regions, we proceeded on our voyage 
round Mull. The same frightfully barren aspect 

Erevails for a considerable way, when the coast 
ecomes extremely lofty and precipitous, with 
here and there waterfalls of stupendous height, 
which after heavy rain are truly magnificent. 
The mountains here are covered with heath, 
and in character much resemble what is gene- 
rally met with in the Highlands. Ben More 
(the highest) attains an elevation of 3000 feet. 
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The darkness was &8t setting in as we com- 
pleted our trip of about one hundred miles. 
Some think the fisire (L.l) too high ; but really 
considering the distance, the stormy sea, the 
double landing of the passengers, and the quality 
of the vessels, I cannot see there is much of an 
overcharge. Were the two meals (breakfast 
and dinner) included, I think no one would be 
inclined to murmur ; and circumstanced as most 
of the travellers are, these meals would be more 
nominal than detrimental. Some of us partook 
of a hearty breakfast ; but of these few indeed 
had the hardihood even to look at a dinner, such 
as aldermen might have sighed for. 

The approach to Oban, whether by sea or 
land, is most interesting ; but the inside of our 
various hotels, comfortable fires, and steady 
footing, were by this time as desirable objects 
as any that the Highlands could present. 

Early next mormng we were again on board 
of the Dolphin, for Ballachulish and Fort-Wil- 
liam. The weather in the first instance was 
greatly improved. A strong favourable breeze 
hurried us along Loch Linnhe, passing the low- 
lying, rich, and verdant Lismore, anciently the 
seat of the Bishop of Argyle, and a complete 
contrast to lona in every respect. We passed 
also Loch Creran and the beautifiil Appin on 
the right, having the fine mountain distrkt of 
Morven and Ardgour on the left. We soon 
entered Loch Leven, whose farther extremity 
seemed bounded by the fantastic lofty peaks of 
Glencoe, though it penetrates considerably &r^ 
ther in nearly the same direction. 

Ballachulish exhibits some exquisitely fine 
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features of Highland scenery ; but the effect 
is much marred by the active operations carried 
on in the slate quarries. We landed in the very 
midst of them m order to visit the &r-famed 
Glencoe. A huge, open, yellow-painted ma- 
chine, bearing in Brobdignag charactere the 
designation of " The Glencoe/' drawn by four 
stout horses, was soon in readiness, when no 
less than thirty adults besides the driver were 
forthwith in motion, in addition to others in 
less imposing vehicles. The road was far from 
being good, being much injured by recent 
heavy rains. The driver however did his work 
well, for there were few among us who were 
not prepared either for a capsize or break-down, 
if not for both. We drove past scenes unsur- 
passed in grandeur, and beheld with no little 
mterest the remains of the houses where the 
bloody and treacherous massacre took place in 
the reign of King William, but for which he 
was by no means responsible, as it has been 
most satisfactorily proved to have been owing 
to the barbarous feuds of the Campbells of 
Glenlyon with the McDonalds of Glencoe. 

The mountains here on both sides of the 
glen average 3000 feet in height, shoot out 
mto the most singular forms, and are almost 
destitute of anything like vegetation. The 
summits of some of them seem wholly inacces- 
sible, and are torn asunder by numberless 
ravines and cataracts, so that many who have 
seen this glen consider it unrivalled in wild, 
ffloomy, romantic sublimity. About four or 
five miles from Ballachulish there is a lake of 
remarkably pure water ; but as it is quite des- 
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titute of wood, of a circular form, with tame 
shores, it adds little to the interest of the 
scene. Beyond this we proceeded about two 
miles, wallong all the way, and not a little 
annoyed by rain. There is the appearance of 
an immense cave about half-way up one of the 
mountains on the south side of the glen. It is 
in the face of a perpendicular rock, maccessible 
by human foot, and admirably adapted to im- 
part interest to such legends as those of Ossian 
and other Highland bards. The upper portion 
of the glen, as I can testify, having long ago 
visited it as a pedestrian, is equally magnificent ; 
and turning to the left there is a near road to 
Fort-William by what is called the " Devil's 
Stair-case," near which two English gentlemen 
perished last season in a way that has never 
been satisfactorily accounted for, as the day, 
though cold, wet, and blustryfor the middle of 
September, was not such as could have been 
expected to produce fatal consequences to men 
at all accustomed to undergo cold and fatigue. 
Our straggling ranks were at length sum- 
moned together by the frequent sounding of a 
trumpet ; and after considerable delay, we all 
resiuned our places in our monster car, on our 
return to Ballachulish and the Dolphin. The 
rain now fell in good earnest, and it blew a 
perfect hurricane, insomuch that many were 
thoroughly drenched, who had seldom, if ever, 
been so exposed; for there were among us 
ladies and gentlemen of very high rank, who 
generally manage to escape such familiarity 
with the angry elements ; to do them justice 
however, they submitted with a good grace to 
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their portion of the infliction, and were aa ready 
to make a jest of it as any of the party. 

We were all right glad to regain the coni"- 
forts of the deck and cabin, and soon re-entered 
Loch Linnhe on our way to the Fort. The 
evening continued wet and stormy, so that we 
lost much in this part of our trip, particularly 
the view of Ben Nevis, only the lower portion 
of which was visible, and even that obscurely. 
To mountain-fanciers this was a great disap- 
pointment. There is something very striking, 
as I well remember, in the first appearance of 
the giant hulk of the mighty Ben m approach- 
ing Sim from this (quarter. He is curta£ied by 
mountains of inferior dimensions till arriving 
mthin eight or ten miles of the Fort, when he 
gmduaUy emerges in fiowning, majesty from 
among his satellites, and at once asserts his 
dignity as king of British mountains. Arrived 
at our destination our party divided, as some 
intended next day to ascend the mountain ; 
while others, who had no such ambitious object 
in view, accompanied the Dolphin to Corpach, 
that they might more conveniently proceed by 
the canal on the following day to Inverness. 
My friend and I being of the former number, 
stayed at the Fort, where there are now two 
excellent hotels, which is more than could be 
asserted a few years ago, when the miserable 
hostelries of the place received a severe and 
well-merited flagellation from the eloquent pen 
of Miss Sinclair, in one of her talented and 
interestiog publications. 

Before closing this letter, it is but justice to 
recommend to particular notice the excellent 
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accommodations of the Dolphin. The modest 
quiet demeanour of Captain M^Eollopy one of 
the most able and attentive of his class, were 
duly appreciated and acknowledged by all; 
and we had dinners and break&sts of the most 
inviting description, served up in a style most 
creditable to the steward, and that might and 
would have satisfied Queen Victoria herself. 

Throughout the night and morning many 
anxious looks were directed towards the moun- 
tains, in hopes that the mists would be dis- 
persed, and thus permit those who were so 
disposed to ascend Ben Nevis. But, alas ! we 
were doomed to disappointment. The lazy, 
lumbering clouds shrouded the mountain nearly 
half-way down; and being assured by the 
weather-wise that there was little chance of a 
change, we were reluctantly induced to take 
our places on the Corpach omnibus at an early 
hour. We soon crossed the Nevis, which in 
its short course, owing to the number and great 
height of the adjoining mountains, speedily 
becomes a river of no ordinary dimensions* 
We were then ferried across the bold, broad^ 
and rapid Lochy, which may well be ranked 
among the largest rivers in Scotland. This 
river, however, in common with the Ness, the 
Awe, and the Leven, owing to their short 
courses under these names, are scarcely ranked 
with others of far inferior pretentions as to 
the quantity of water they throw into the ocean* 
Compared with any of them, as regards the 
flow of fresh water in a given time, " Father 
Thames" degenerates into a mere baby. 

At the ferry we were joined by a tau athletic 
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fentleman in the fiill garb of old Gaul^ well 
nown, not only in his district, but to all its visi- 
tors. We found him extremely good-humoured^ 
intelligent, and communicative. Being an in- 
habitant of Glen Nevis, the height of the moun- 
tain is a point as to which he is particularly 
tender and jealous. On one of the party 
mentioning that Benmacdhui was higher, 
^' Long John" as he is familiarly termed fired at 
the idea, and rebutted the assertion, by assuring 
us that he had recently been informed by the 
chief of the late Government trigonometrical 
surveyors, that Ben Nevis was decidedly the 
highest by 1 10 feet. Of course this closed the 
argument, as '' staying in Rome and fighting 
the Pope" has always been held injudicious. 

On board the Edinburgh Castle we found 
ourselves in company witn almost the same 
party who parted firom us the preceding even- 
ing, almost all Enjglish, and several with high- 
sounding titles. This is readily accounted for 
in various ways. During the shooting season, 
the Marquis of Douro, Lord Ward, and others . 
of the English nobUity residing in this district, 
may be supposed to bring friends of their own 
order around them. The Court also being 
then in Scotland might set others in motion. 
But the main cause is to be found in the shut- 
ting up of the Continent, which has providen- 
tially been the means of much spare wealth 
being concentrated in Britain, which would 
otherwise have been diffused over foreign lands; 
The weather improved as the day advanced, 
so that a more cheerfiil and delighted party 
never traversed Glenmore-na-h'alabin. After 
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partaJdn^ of a sumptuous breakfast, we were 
on deck in good time to admire the stern and 
strictly Highland scenery of Loch Lochy, 
Loch Oigh, though much inferior in extent, is 
stiU more interesting, owing to greater variety 
among its mountains, the romantic ruins of Li- 
Tcrgarry Castle, and the splendid scenery 
around Glengarry House, the residence and 
property of Lord Ward, who is much esteemed 
m this district, though the successor- by pur- 
chase of a far-descended Highland chief. The 
mouth of the riv^r Gaxiy k particularly strik- 
ing. It is close to the ruins of the castle, dark 
and deep, and received a portion of our com- 
pany into its winding recesses, overhung by 
lofty-spreading trees,— the very beau ideal of 
a Highland chieftain's mountain fastness. 

The canal here is rather beneath the sunmdt- 
level, consequently the waters of the Oigh flow 
in an eastern direction. The river of the same 
name leaves the loch broad and rapid; and 
after a boisterous course of five or six miles is 
received into Loch Ness at Fort-Augustus. 
Owing to the tedious process of passing through 
the locks, many, and some even of the ladies, 
walked the whole way between Lochs Oigh 
and Ness. Fort-Augustus is truly magnificent 
in its situation, and has not generally been 
done justice to by tourists. We had plenty of 
time to walk all about the Fort, which is kept 
in good repair, and commands a view of the 
whde of Loch Ness, through a splendid vista, 
twenty-four miles in length, of noble mountains 
well wooded on both sides towards their base, of 
which Meal-fourvonie ranks decidedly highest. 
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Once more on board the steamer, she dashed 
through the waves at a prodigious rate, having 
a strong breeze from the west, and the sun 
shining in all its glorj. Glen Morriston with 
its elegant mansion arrests the attention of all, 
as a residence weU worthy of any proprietor. 
Here also we shipped and unshipped passen- 

fers, and then steered across the Loch to the 
'all of Foyers, where we foimd a vehicle ready 
to take the ladies to the Falls, who being some- 
what dilatory in their motions afforded pedes- 
trians abundance of time to see them to fidl 
advantage. This was the third time I had 
been there, and being pretty well acquainted 
with all the bv-paths, I had an oppor- 
tunity of exploring the whole course of the 
river from the high road to its mouth. As 
there had been much wet weather, and there 
was now bright sunshine, we could not have 
been more fortunate. They who were parti- 
cular as to comfort had recourse to umbrellas 
and plaids to protect them from the spray ; and 
on one projecting point about half-way down 
the great fall we actually felt the solid rock 
trembling under the tumbling rush of waters. 
There were stragglers in all directions, so that 
there was much oell-ringing before we were all 
fiurly on board again. 

Castle and Glen Urquhart next attracted our 
attention. The former, situated on a rocky 
promontory, must evidently have been a place 
of great strength before the introduction of 
artillery. The latter is a rich, beautiftd, and 
well-wooded district, but destitute of much of 
the Highland character, which however may 



48 A FEW DAYS OF EECREATION. 

be witnessed ia perfection at Inverfaragag on 
the opposite side of the lake, whose bold nigged 
shaggy cliffs and thundering cascades amply 
reward the adventurous pedestrian. At the 
eastern extremity of this noble lake (which, 
considering its enormous and uniform deptl^ 
contains, I am confident, more fresh water than 
any other in Scotland, not excepting Loch 
Lomond) stands the elegant, though fantastic, 
modem mansion of Dochfour, where Prince 
Albert and suite dined and lodged in the 
autumn of 1847. Here the loch finds kn outlet 
for its thousand feeders by the bursting away 
of the broad, clear, and stately Ness, celebrated 
for its salmon-fishing, beautiful islands, and 
fertile holms. In the course of half-an-hoor 
we were at the locks, within a mile anft ar-half 
of Inyemess, to which there was ready access 
by conyeyances of eyery description. There 
are few objects of much interest here. The 
Castle and yiew from it are principally de- 
serying of attention ; and as it was in the im* 
mediate yicinity of our hotel we were not long 
in being there, and repeatedly returned with 
much satisfaction, besides walking out in yari- 
ous directions. 

Next day being the Sabbath, afforded us an 
opportunity of hearing seyeral of the preachers 
in this Highland capital. We attended the 
High Church in the forenoon^ whose yenerable 
pastor, Dr. Rose, has long been laid aside by 
age, as his excellent assistant has recently been 
by bad health, contracted by a too faithfid 
discharge of professional duty. Their place 
howeyer was ably filled by a young friend. 
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who preached both forenoon and afternoon to 
a numerous and highly respectable congrega- 
tion. In the evening I attended Divine ser- 
vice in the Free Church, where I was also 
much pleased with the ability of the Rev. Mr. 
Thorbum, who had also a very well-filled 
church. It is customary for some of the gen- 
tlemen here, and many of their children, to 
wear the phikbeg on the Sabbath, regarding 
the Highland costume as fail dress. We were 
delighted to witness the respect shewn to the 
Lord's day by all orders of the people. 

On the evening of our arrival at Inverness, 
a young gentleman of modest prepossessing 
appearance entered the traveller's room. Soon 
aJPber, on my remarking that he seemed to be a 
pedestrian, and asking what route he had taken, 
he informed us that he was travelling on foot 
and quite alone ; that he was fond of mountain 
scenery, and had last been on the tops of Loch- 
nagar, Benmacdui, and Cairngorm, and had 
spent a stormy night in the open air on the 
side of Loch Aven, one of the wildest scenes 
in existence. His style of travelling so much 
resembled my own when about his age, and 
when I had visited these very mountains, that I 
soon became interested in his narrative^ Upon 
our informing him that we intended going to 
the top of Ben Wyvis, he begged to be of the 
party, to which we readily assented. 

Accordingly, on Monday morning early, the 
11th September, leaving our lu^age in the 
hotel, we set off for Kessock Ferry at the base 
of Craig Phadrig, said in most of the tourist 
books to be 1150 feet in height, though it evi- 
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dently does not exceed 550^ and whose cele- 
brated vitrified fort seemed to us a mere delu- 
sion, or as one of our Mends termed it^ a 
" vitrified humbug." A little before seven wo 
embarked in the Dunoon Castle steamer for 
Invergordon, passing Fort-George^ the most 
complete perhaps in the kingdom, and Fort- 
rose with its lighthouse stiU ignited. We 
greatly admired the entrance of the Frith of 
Cromarty, sentinelled by "the Souters" — de- 
tached rocks at the entrance. The town of 
Cromarty is beautifiilly situated, and commands 
a view of nearly the whole bay, in which the 
entire British navy might most convenientlY 
ride at anchor. A few days before our visit, 
a great shoal of bottle-nosed whales visited this 
place, of which nearly a hundred were killed. 
After a short delay, we proceeded to Invergor- 
den, where we landed about ten o'clock, and 
commenced a day of toil and adventure not 
readily to be forgotten by any of us. 

Having breakfasted at sea after passing 
Fort-George, we started from Invergordon 
without dehiy, knowing that we should have a 
stiff da/s work, but by no means anticipating 
the actual amount. We had seven miles of a 
walk along the beautiftd coast road, before 
striking on at Evanton for the astonishing 
scenery on the Aultfivande river. This we 
800U Lched under L kmd guidance of a 
jolly miller who lives hard by. and found it fiur 
iurja^ing anything of the find we had ever 
seen. Crichup Lmn in Closebum is but a 
faint type of it. For nearly two miles it 
rushes over a succession of rugged rocks be- 
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tween banks about 150 feet in height, over- 
hung with trees and brushwood, and so near 
each other that in some places an active per^ 
son might leap across the hideous chasm. In 
very few places can the dreadful work below 
be seen, and there only by hanging from the 
trees; but the noise and ascending spray is 
proof sufficient that the scene must be terrific 
mdeed — much of it perhaps never witnessed 
by human eye, and impossible to be visited, 
unless the spectator were slung over with ropes. 
There is a slight foot bridge over it in one 
place, by standmg on which we had a pretty 
good view of the scene for a short space above 
and below ; but by far the greater part of this 
horrible den must be left to the imagination. 

Soon after emerging from this tndy wonder- 
fiil spot, we crossed the river by a wooden 
bridge, and passing some cottages directed 
our steps to the summit of Ben Wyvis. This 
we had occasionally seen from on board the 
steamer soon after passing Fort-George, and 
to our mortification found it covered with 
newly &llen snow. Showers of snow fell all 
day on the mountain, visiting us in rain, so 
that we could only get glimpses of the top. 
These lucid intervals however we made the 
most of; as the mountain being a huge shape- 
less mass, without taking accurate observations, 
we might never have reached the real summit. 
Upon asking a shepherd the best mode of 
ascent, he told us we could not reach the 
^Monument," as he termed the Cairn, that 
day, and that we were sure to be benighted. 
This put us to our mettle, and we never 
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stopped a moment for three or four hours hard 
walking oyer hiUs and through bogs, often 
knee-deep m heather and peat moss alternately, 
till we came to the bottom of the last ascent, 
which was fearftdly rugged, and the upper part 
covered with snow. 

Several miles .above the fore-mentioned 
bridge the river is divided into two ; the main 
branch emergmg from Loch Glass, about eight 
miles in circumference, and the other descend- 
ing by cataraxjte, through frightful ravines, 
from the summit of Ben Wyvis. We kept 
pretty close to the latter, which we crossed 
close to the steep ascent above alluded to. It 
was now half-past four, and before we got to 
the top it must have been at least six ; but we 
were actually afraid to look our watches, as 
there was now a certainty of our being be- 
nifi^hted. The snow fell fast, and lay several 
p>es deep, pretty herd frozen, among which 
in many places we had to struggle with. hands 
as well as feet. The difficulty now was to find 
the " Monument," for we could not see above 
fifty or sixty yards in any direction. We 

r^d to separate that we might have three 
ces instead of one, but not farther than 
that we could hear a loud call. After a con- 
siderable time, our young friend proved the 
lucky man, and shouted with him of antiquity, 
" I have found it !" This was indeed a joyftil 
sound, though it may reaxlily be conceived 
how much we were disappointed when, instead 
of cme of the most commanding views in Scot- 
land, extending over great part of the Atlantio 
and Gaman Oceans, with many of the Hebri- 
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des, the counties of Caithness^ Sutherland, 
Ross, Cromarty, Argyle, Inverness, Nairn, 
Moray, Banff, Aberdeen, and Perth, we could 
only distinctly see each other at the distance 
of a few yards ! Such however has since been 
the fate even of Royalty herself on Lochnagar^ 
so that we have the less reason to complain. 

Our triumph, even in these circumstances, 
was great on reaching the Cairn, which I 
ascended, and heightened by an additional 
stone, using snow instead of mortar. This 
mountain is nearly 4000 feet high, and has 
perhaps a larger base than any other mountain in 
Great Britain. Being the most elevated ground 
north of Ben Nevis and the Braemar moun- 
tains, the view is very little intercepted in any 
direction. It is however an ugly savage-look- 
ing concern ; and being &x removed from any 
inhabited district, none should attempt its ascent 
who have not an entire day at their disposal, 
— '^monstrum horrendum ingens^^ and on this 
occasion it may be added, '' cui lumen ademp- 
tumr I may here mention, that the best start- 
ing place is Strathpeffer, which is ten miles 
from the top, while Dingwall is twelve. The 
mountain resembles a horse-shoe— the upper 
ridge being three or four miles from one extre- 
mity to the other, but rising very gradually 
from the end nearest Strathpeffer, which ought 
to be ascended first, and the ridge kept till the 
other end is reached, on which stands the 
Cairn, and by which we ascended. 

In descending, we chose a less dangerous 
route, though frequently checked by ugly pre- 
cipices, which, owing to falling snow, and ap^ 

£ 
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proaching nighty it was BOt easy to avoid. 
Great though our difficulties had been, they 
were surpassed by what still lay before us, 
haying to struggle through five or six miles of 
the worst description of bogs and quagmires, 
which few think of crossing even in broad day 
without a guide. Countless were the tumbles 
we met with, some of them so ludicrous, that 
had we not dreaded falling asleep, and lying 
among these horrid morasses all night, at the 
imminent risk of our lives, we could not have 
refrained from laughing heartily at each other 
and ourselves. Forward however we had to 
toil, far from knowing where we should emerge. 
Indeed, had it not been for the moon, it is more 
than probable that we must have wandered 
about in all directions tiU we became completely 
exhausted with hunger and fatigue. 

At length we reached a peat road, by fol- 
lowing out which we arrived at a shepnerd's 
cottage. The inmates were all in bed; but 
on hearing of our disastrous circumstances, 
they were, with some difficulty, induced to get 
up and bring us some thin milk. We were 
here informed that Dingwall was the nearest 
place of accommodation. We had still be- 
tween three and four miles to go, but had now 
a hard road under foot, and went on our way 
rejoicing. We soon reached the toll-road be- 
tween Dingwall and Stratfapeffer, and in half 
an hour found ourselves snugly . seated in the 
Caledonian Hotel, with every luxury at our 
command. It was now half-past ten, and when 
we sat down to supper we had eaten no food 
of any description for fourteen hours and arhalf^ 
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• 

though we had walked at least thirty-three 
miles, over some of the wildest moors in Scot- 
land ! The innkeeper told us that' gentlemen 
thought it a hard day's work from his house, 
and that they never tried it without a guide. 

Many, no doubt, will be disposed to marvel 
at the folly of men, reputed sane, voluntarily 
exposing themselves to such hardships as to 
hunger and fatigue. To this I reply, that 
unless they are mountain lovers, fired with the 
noble ambition of standing at the very top of 
society, it is utterly hopeless for me to attempt 
our justification. To those however who are 
capable in some degree of sympathizing with 
us in our lofty aspirings, I may say, that having 
been disappointed both as to Ben Cruachan and 
Ben Nevis, we were resolved, at all hazards, not 
to be beaten with Ben Wyvis, the last object 
of the kind we had in view Jn this occa^on. 
Besides, after undergoing such an amount of 
labour, it would have been very spiritless not 
to" have persevered till we reached the highest 
pinnacle of the mountain. Such want of pluck 
would have covered us with confiision aU our 
lives. I may still ftirther add, that we did not 
despair of the day clearing, and that we were 
mistaken both as to the distance and the nature 
of the ground, which in many places was next 
to impassable. Had we known more about 
these, matters, we would certainly have carried 
some provisions with us, which We avoided 
doing, either as to meat or drink, conceiving 
that the less we were burdened the better, and 
that after a hearty breakfast we should require 
no more sustenance till we reached Strath- 
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peffer about sunset. Experience howevar is 
the best of all instructors, and all of us agree 
that, if ever so circumstanced again, we shall 
richly deserve it. 

On the foUowing morning, as may readily be 
supposed, we felt no disposition to be eariy astir. 
Our knee-joints almost refiised their office, so 
that coming down stau^ was attended with no 
little difficulty, and required considerable tact. 
Breakfast however was easier managed, which, 
along with the perils and pleasures of the pre- 
vious day, was discussed with all that zest and 
alacrity for which the heroes of the staff and 
wallet have so justly been celebrated. 

Dingwall has been greatly improved within 
the last half-dozen years. At that time the 
streets were so wretchedly paved as almost to 
be unfit for coachins^ and the whole place left 
an unfavourable im^ession on my mi^d. Not 
80 now. It really is a nice little town, with 
two excellent hotels, and the streets being Mac- 
adamized, they are as smooth as can be wished. 
To prove that we were not wholly knocked up 
we agreed to walk to StrathpelFer. This stram 
is short, but consists of rich well-farmed holm 
land, perfectly level. At its upper extremity 
is Castle Leod, one of the best specimens of an 
old baronial residence throughout the High- 
lands, and apparently quite in a habitable con- 
dition. The village of Strathpeffi^r is beauti- 
fidly situated, but built without any res^ard to 
plan. There were stiU a good ma^y ^Ls, 
of whom a great proportion were clergy ; but 
all seemed much at a loss what to do with 
themselves, which is a mighty bar to the enjoy- 
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ment of such places. We returned by an omni- 
bus^ and after a short delay in Dingwall took 
places on the coach for Inverness. 

Strathconon is the first attractive object in 
this route, and a finer there is not in broad 
Scotland. The river is large, rapid, and richly 
wooded. The adjoining ground is weU culd- 
vated, and the distant conical mountains at its 
source, pierce the clouds with their sharp 
adamantme peaks. Judging from the speci- 
mens we had at M^Pherson's hotel, the trout- 
fishing must be first-rate, and the salmon are 
abundant. Near Beauly we passed through 
the Muir of Ord, famous for its cattle-markets. 
The soil here is particularly hght and barren, 
though in the immediate vicinity we saw them 
housing as fine crops of wheat as ever grew. 
Beaoly is an interesting village, with an excel- 
lent inn, weU frequented in the touring season 
on account of the Falls of Kilmorac, a few 
miles distant, which we would have visited 
had time permitted. Many years ago I saw 
them to such advantage that I would gladly 
have repeated my visit. The whole scenery 
on this river is fine, which is supposed to have 
originated the name, beau lieuy at a time when 
Scotland was much firequented by the French. 
It was most provoking, the whole way to In- 
verness, to see that huge mass of deformity 
Ben Wy vis perfectly divested of clouds ; so 
that, had we been one day later, our toils would 
have been amply rewarded ! 

Very early next morning we left Inverness 
by the mail for Aberdeen. Our young friend 
parted from us here, having resolved to go to 
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Fort-WilUam. Soon after the dawn of day we 
passed CuUoden Moor on our right, and a little 
farther on Castle Stewart close on our left, 
where Prince Charles Stuart slept on the night 
before his sad reverse. Had he on that occa- 
sion "rowed him in a Hielan' plaid" on the 
heath among his devoted followers, and thus 
allayed their clannish feuds and raised their 
drooping hopes, he might not have been com- 
pelled to do so afterwards on the rugged sides 
of Ben Aulder, though very probably the re- 
sults would ultimately have proved more ruin- 
ous to his country. 

Nairn is the first town of any note thror^ 
which the mail passes. Much of this neighbour- 
hood has been rendered classic by the mac^ic 
pen of Shakspeare ; and the venerable rums 
of Cawdor Castle, by reason of historical asso- 
ciations, are particularly attractive. Here, as 
in Forres, Elgin, Fochabers, and indeed the 
whole way to Aberdeen, the inns seem to be 
extremely well kept and comfortable, which is 
mainly owing to this district being much fre- 
quented by wealthy sportsmen during the 
shooting and fishing seasons, who, after the 
fiitigues of the day, afibrd little breathing-time 
to waiters, cooks, hostlers, or any who can 
minister to their comforts. From the appear, 
ance of its banks, the Findhom must be a most 
mischievous river in its wayward moods. Its 
suspension-bridge is one of the finest in the 
kingdom; and the forests around Damaway 
Castle, a seat of the Earl of Moray, seem 
almost interminable. Forres and Elgin afe 
two of the most genteel-looking little towns 
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in Scotland, — ^the latter is celebrated for its 
splendid ecclesiastical ruins and very handsome 
modem church. From this neighbourhood 
there is a distant view of the Cairngorm moun* 
tains ; and Belrinnes, on whose summit I have 
stood, is distinctly visible for a great manv 
miles. In an opposite direction we were stiu 
haunted with a dim view of the long ridge of 
our old enemy Ben Wyvis, like the apparition 
of an ill-laid ghost. 

At Fochabers we stopped for breakfast, but 
were only allowed twenty minutes, which was 
no small mortification, for there was no lack of 
the best salmon, new rolls, and everything 
tempting ; and a drive of fifty miles was no bad 
preparative for the ample enjoyment of them. 
As for myself, those ^od things came in so 
late, that I conceived I was qmte justified in 
carrying part of them in my hand to the coach. 
The Duke of Richmond's splendid seat (Gordon 
Castle) is in the immediate vicinity, and was 
graced with a fiag, in honour we presumed of 
her Maiesty. The town of Fochabers is much 
resorted to by angler8,-the salmon-fishing in 
the "rapid opey" being considered equal to 
any in the kingdom. Here there is perhaps 
the very finest specimen of school architecture 
in Scotland. It is quite new, and was founded 
by Alexander Milne, a native of Fochabers, 
who died in Louisiana in 1839, leaving a legacy 
of 100,000 dollars for the gratuitous education 
of children in this parish. 

In passing through the centre of Strathbogie, 
and on hearing the names of the various parishes, 
Keith, Huntly, Mamoch, &c., we were forcibly 
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reminded of this being the Waterloo of the 
Church of Scotland. Had it not been for the 
determined stand made by the ministers of this 
Presbytery On the side of rational religion and 
constitutional law, the people of Scotland would 
haye been consigned to a state of thraldom 
unknown to them since the days of Popish 
supremacy ; for who can doubt of such being 
the direct tendency of those claims advanced 
by the scheming ainbitious leaders of the late 
secession? True it is, in these times, such 
usurpation of power by any body of eccle- 
siastics, could not have been of long dura* 
tion ; still it was their object to render it per- 
manent ; and had their projects not met with a 
prompt and firm resistance, it is hard to say 
what mischiefs might have ensued before law, 
reason, and common sense resumed the ascend-* 
ancy. An overruling Providence, however, 
has from seeming evil educed real good, as a 
vast accession has thus been made to the 
Christian mmistry, while the Estabhshed 
Church continues more firm and efficient than 
ever. The marked success of the late Mr. 
Edwards of Mamoch, whose presentation to 
that parish was the origin of the fray, and 
whose congregation was quadrupled during his 
short incumbency, in defiance of every disoour- 
agement, affords a striking proof of the correc1>- 
ness of the well-known apothegm, '' ma^na e^ 
Veritas et prevtilebitr 
Ben Ochie,* a ragged-looking mountain of 

* Ben Ochie has hecome classic ground, heing celebrated 
of late in one of the prettiest songs in the Scottish language. 
It says much for the author's fkncy, as a more sterile and 



A FEW DATS OF RECBEATION. Gl 

no great height, continuee long in view from 
the coach road ; and the smaU river Urie, a 
branch of the Don, was our fellow-traveller for 
many miles. To all appearance this must be a 
first-rate trouting stream, its banks being free 
from brushwood, while its waters are of a proper 
hue and depth, with most desirable alternations 
of stream and pool. Bain fell in abundance 
as we approached Aberdeen, which we entered 
about five o'clock, after a rapid drive of thirteen 
hours. 

Aberdeen, in many respects, is one of the 
most remarkable cities in the kingdom. Its 
streets, bridges, and harbour, are on a scale 
which might well become the capital of Scot- 
land. The new College, new North Church, 
County Buildings, Banking houses, Maricets, 
&c., are well worthy of the attention of all 
travellers. They impress one, indeed, with the 
idea of their being too fine — ^much grander than 
there is any occasion for ; and lead one to in- 
fer that in these respects the pride of the 
inhabitants has outrun their prudence. The 
suspension bridge over the Dee is a truly splen- 
did structure, and the viaduct for the intended 
railway is the most magnificent thing of the kind 
in Scotland ; but the nearness of these edifices 
to each other, and their awkward relative posi- 
tion, create a confusion which is somewhat 
ofiTensive to the spectator. We counted con- 
ridembly above a hundred arches in the viaduct, 
but could not accurately number the rest. 



uninteresting scene than that " where Gadie rinsy** to the 
eye of a stranger, can hardly be conceived. 
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though we saw there were many more. It 
termmates at the new markets in Union Street^ 
one of the most spacious, elegant, and substan- 
tial, anywhere to be seen, being thpoughout 
constructed of polished granite, of which there 
are many quarries all around the city, and 
which is exported to London and other places 
as an article of traffic. 

The Royal Fleet lay in the harbour, but we 
arrived just one hour too late for seeing the 
interior of the Victoria and Albert, which was 
open to respectable parties, not exceeding 
twelve, every day from eleven till four. The 
appearance even of the outside of this noble 
steamer is not a Uttle gratifying ; and the 
triumphal arch, and arrangements for the ac- 
commodation of the spectators, were very 
tastefiil and commodious. Her Majesty's re- 
sidence at Balmoral created considerable excite- 
ment in this interesting city ; and if she is an 
annual visitor, it cannot fail to be of incalculable 
benefit to Scotland in many respects. Nothing 
for instance could have a finer moral efiTect 
than her regular and devout appearance in the 
House of God on the Sabbaths, among the 
simple, lowly population of a Highland parish, 
evidently impressed with the conviction that 
she and they were but members of one 
ffreat famUy, and all alike in the eyes of their 
heavenly Father. What a salutary lesson was 
this to our Scotch nobility and gentry, many 
of whom conceive, that, being Episcopalians, 
it would be inconsistent, or perhaps degrading 
to worship in the Established Church of their 
native land ! 
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Very early next mcnming we were on board 
of the Bonny Dundee on our way to Granton 
Pier. Aberdeen harbour is lar^e and com«- 
modious, but the entrance is much obstructed 
by a bar^ for the removal of which much money 
has been expended to very little purpose. 
The London steamers are very large, 1100 or 
1200 tons burden, and can only find egress and 
ingress when the tide is at full flow. The 
Dundee was in the offing, so we were carried 
out to her by a steamer of much inferior dimen- 
sions. 

The coast for a great way is yeiy rocky 
and interesting, being indented with numerous 
creeks and caves, to explore which in a small 
boat in fine weather, mu8t be very curious and 
amusing. The ruins of Dunottar Castle are 
picturesque and very extensive ; but there, as 
all along the coast, there is no wood of any 
description, so that Dr. Johnson's well-merited 
sarcasms seem to have been completely thrown 
away. We passed close along the shore till 
we were off Montrose, so that we had a most 
satisfaxjtory view of Stonehaven, Johnshaven, 
and many other fishing villages celebrated for 
the curing of haddocks, if not for their natural 
charms. The weather could not have been more 
&vourable, and the wind being from the land, 
the nearer we lay to it, our progress was the 
more smooth, pleasant, and expeditious. As 
we passed Montrose, Dundee, and St. Andrew's, 
at the mouths of their respective bays, we 
could see little of them but their smoke, though 
we observed the Bell Bock Lighthouse dis- 
tinctly, at about twelve miles distance, and had 
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a. very satisfactory view of the fine ruins of 
Arbroath, and the rugged cavemed coast in 
its neighbourhood. 

The Isle of May, the Bass, North Berwick 
Law, Traprain Law, and even Tantallan 
Castle, were all distinctly visible as we entered 
the Firth of Forth. The numerous tile-clad 
royal burghs on the Fife coast, irom Crail t^ 
Aberdour, were quite under our eye, and at 
several of them we shipped and unshipped 
passengers and goods. Passing close under 
pretty little verdant Lichkeith, with its elegant 
lighthouse, we soon reached our destination, 
Granton Pier; and for the small charge of 
fourpence each, were most comfortably driven 
in an omnibus to the very centre of Edinburgh, 
— a city too well known and too generally ad- 
mired to require any eulogy from my humble 
Een. Suffice it to say, I am convinced, after 
aving it for head-quarters twenty yeafs, that 
were it not for its chill, cutting, east winds^ 
for two or three months in spring and early 
summer, it would be the most delightful city 
residence on the hce of the earth. 

Here my companion and I parted company 
next day, when I made a run by railway into 
the centre of East Lothian to visit a friend ; 
and next again, by a similar conveyance, re- 
sained Lockerbie, our starting place, and in a 
few hours more reached my home, after trar- 
veiling by sea and land at least 800 miles in 
thirteen days. 



^ -^ ' 
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THE OCHILS. ALVA, &a 

IN 1849. 

Many years ago I yisited Clackmannanshire 
and the Ochils as a pedestrian ; but owii^ to 
want of time could not get to the top of Ben- 
cleugfa, from which there is the most splendid 
view of the Grampians that can be conceived. 
It w^as my lot to repeat my visit a few weeks 
ago under more propitious auspices, when I was 
gratified to the utmost by being on the summit 
of the highest of the Ochils on a very fine day 
indeed. Along with two young gentlemen I 
left the Manse of Alva, one of the most inte- 
resting spots in Scotland, soon after breakfast, 
and we reached the top of Bencleugh by an 
easy gradual ascent in about two hours. The 
height is not great, not quite 2500 feet ; but, 
owing to its position, the view of the High- 
land mountains is most extensive and imposing. 
The whole range of the Grampians, from Ben 
Lomond to Ben-y'-Gloe in Glen Tilt, is quite 
visible ; and under particularly favourable cir- 
cumstances I make no doubt the Aberdeen* 
shire mountains might be seen on the extreme 
right, though I suspect the Largs and Eilbimie 
huls intercept the view of Goatfell and the 
other Arran peaks on the extreme left. 

Strathmore, or Great Glen, which extends 

Suite across Scotland, separates the Ochils from 
iie Grampians. It is owing to this that the 
view of the latter is so complete, there being 
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no adjoining high ground to interrupt the pro- 
spect. The more remarkable mountains within 
sight on this occasion were Ben Lomond, the 
Cobler, Ben Ledi, Stuichron, Ben Voirlich, Ben 
Cruachan, Ben Loy, Stobinain, Ben More, Ben 
Chonzie, Ben Lawers, Schihallion, and Ben-y*- 
Gloe. These, with innumerable others of in- 
ferior note, were quite visible, some of them 
marked by streaks of snow. In a still clearer 
day Ben Nevis may also be seen, and I have 
no doubt of Benmacdhui and Lochnagar being 
within reach of the eye, though I could not 
make them out on this occasion. 

From having been on the tops of nearly the 
whole of these mountains, their shapes and 
relative positions were quite familiar to me ; 
but had it been otherwise, I could be under no 
mistake, as a friend in Edinburgh favoured me 
with a sketch very accurately copied from a 
panoramic chart, taken on the spot by scientific 
men employed by Government for geometrical 
purposes in 1817. This neat little chart I 
spread out before me to the extent of 6 or 7 
feet, though when wrapt on its roller I carried 
it easily in my pocket. It contained all that is 
to be seen in the larger one, and had all the 
names of the mountains attached to them, — a 
most satisfactory companion to all who visit 
the top of Bencleugh, so that I hope it will be 
stereotyped for the use of the public. 

The view on all sides of this mountain is 
interesting, but the Highland district incom- 
parably the most* so. The whole horizon is 
serrated with mountain peaks from S.W. to 
N.E., their distances varying from 20 to 60 
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miles and upwards, as the crow flies. The most 
remarkable were Ben More, Ben Yoirlich, and 
Ben Lawers, with its elegant conical top and 
huge bluff rocky eastern shoulder, much resem« 
bling Meal-fourvanie on Loch Ness. 

The Devon rises not many hundred yards 
from the top of Bencleugh, and after a long 
and singulany circuitous course of more than 
forty miles towards every point in the compass, 
falls into the Firth of Forth near Alloa, not 
many miles from its source, perhaps not above 
six m a direct line ! It reminds one of the 
hunted hare, which after numberless doubliogs 
often breathes its last in the vicinity of its den. 

It is truly astonishing that so few from Edin- 
burgh visit Bencleugh. There is no mountain 
of its height more easy of access, and certainly 
none commanding such a splendid Highland 
prospect. The whole drive from Stirling, 
through the parishes of Lo^e, Alva, Tillie- 
coultry, and Dollar, is strikingly beautiful, 
although it has of late been sadly disfigured by 
huge chimneys, and all the appendages of coal, 
woollen, and iron works, &c. The glens are 
very narrow and steep. That of Castle Camp- 
bell is well known to tourists. On this occa- 
sion I went up the Alva Glen till it seemed 
quite impervious, as mural precipices arose on 
all sides in a spot where there is a very fine 
cataract. Not far from this there were formerly 
several deep diggings for silver, which was 
fbundiB considerable quantities. We entered 
some of the caves, which are very dangerous to 
strangers, as they contain uncovered pits of 
great depth, and being quite dark a few yards 
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from the entrance, any unwarned person would 
in all probability be precipitated 30 or 40 feet, 
a risk which ought certainly to be obviated. 

An entertainment of a different kind awaited 
us in an infant school in the village of Alva. 
It is attended by about 170 children, who sung 
some beautiM hymns, and in various other 
respects did great credit to their teachers. I 
have reason to believe that this school, as well 
as others in the vicinity, is much indebted to 
the Hon. Mrs. Johnstone, who takes a warm 
and judicious interest in everything likely to 
promote the improvement and happiness of the 
labouring classes. 

Alva House is one of the most beautifiil 
mansions in Scotland. It is situated near the 
base of what is most appropriately called the 
" Wooded Hill," the bald summit of which can- 
not be less than 1500 feet above the " banks of 
the clear winding Devon." The house itself 
is magnificent, having not long ago been much 
enlarged ; but the scenery around is absolutely 
like &iry land. The flower gardens, terraces, 
conservatories, archery ground, foimtains eject- 
ing water in all directions, &;c., &c., render 
this a scene almost unparalleled, and not to be 
surpassed. 

We were privileged with a . view of the in- 
terior of the mansion, which quite corresponds 
with what we had seen without. The paint- 
ings are of the choicest description, particularly 
those representing sea and Highland scenery ; 
and there are many rare and curious articles in 
the lobbies and galleries highly deserving the 
attention of the virtuoso and antiquarian. There 
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is one picture which none can witness without 
feeling greatly interested. It contains a groupe 
of sixteen gentlemen and ladies, eight of each, 
all the children of the late Mr. and Mrs. John- 
stone, whose eldest son is the present worthy 
and amiable proprietor. They have all attained 
the years of maturity, and, in so far as I have 
heard, there has not yet occurred a death 
among them. The picture is ably executed, 
the grouping admirable, and the liloiesses said, 
in general, to be very striking. 



A WEEK IN SKYE 



IN THE AUTUMN OF 1849. 



Thebe is a certain order 'of men whom it 
seems to be the general object of society to 
starve and ruin at this season of the year. 
This may appear a somewhat startling remark, 
but when I point to the members of the medi- 
cal profession as the objects of this conspiracy, 
all will readily admit the truth of the state- 
ment. At this season of the year there is a 
general rush in quest of health by nearly the 
whole community; and were the object attained, 
what would be the fiite of the poor doctors ? 
From Queen Victoria to the way-side beggar 
all are on the toddle, in hopes of repairing 
their corporeal and mental frames, and thus 

F 
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reducing the poor sons of iEsculapius to their 
last shift ! 

As implicated in this heartless combination^ 
I left my home a few weeks ago, and met by 
appointment a fellow-K^onspirator in the Rain- 
bow Hotel, close to the Ayrshire station, Glas« 
gow. This city may justly be regarded as the 
focus from which all Highland tourists can 
most conveniently emanate. Whether bound 
for the North or West Highlands, they will 
here meet with facilities not to be equallea any- 
where else. Steam, ad infinitum^ by land and 
sea, is at their service ; and as these two ele- 
ments are now pitched against each other in 
hostile strife, the charges are so moderate as to 
be easily met by tourists of almost every de- 
scription. At the Broomielaw elegant slender 
steamers are at all times to be seen struggling 
and panting like greyhounds in the slips, as if 
eager to start with their freights to every point 
of the compass. Then knapsacks, carpet-bags, 
dressing-cases, canteens, &c., &c., are displayed 
in such temptmg array at manv of the shops in 
the Trongate, Arcade, and nearly all the streets, 
that it is almost impossible to refrain from cast- 
ing oiF as lumber good old articles, once the 
pride of our hearts, and which have been our 
companions by mountain and flood for many a 
long interesting day, and equipping ourselves 
with corresponding articles of more modem 
and tastefrd quality and dimensions. 

As strangers in Glasgow are often much per- 
plexed in finding suitable accommodation, I 
may here mention that I have met with no place 
better adapted for travellers of moderate means 
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than the said Rainbow, kept by Mr. Menzies. 
It is close to the south end of the Broomielaw 
Bridge, one of the finest in the kmgdom, and 
consequently adjoining not only several of the 
railway stations, but the steam-boat quays, and 
is thus in as central and convenient a position 
as can weU be imagined. The accommodation 
is at once comfortable and genteel; first-rate 
cookery ; civil active waiters ; and, though 
last not least, the charges are far from oppres- 
sive. 

After partaking of an excellent dinner, I 
found I had a few hours for looking about me 
in this immense city,»now the second in point 
of population in the three kins^doms, and the 
most^handsome, with the singfe exception of 
Edinburgh. Though in former years well 
acquainted with Glasgow, I was not fiiUy aware 
of its present merits, as I am sure all who have 
been there of late will agree with me in assert- 
ing that it has progressed wonderfully in every- 
thmg generally attractive to strangers. Its 
pubhc buildings have multiplied astonishingly, 
and many of these are eurpasdngly elegant. 
The Exchange Reading Room has for a num- 
ber of years been much admired, and there 
seems to be no objection to the fi'ee admission 
of respectably dressed visitors. Among other 
handsome edifices, large and splendid normal 
schools, free and bond^ attract the attention ; 
while the mushroom architecture of the Free 
Church meets the eye in almost every direction. 
The aspect of these imposing and costly struc- 
tures contrasts strikingly with the model 
churches of Culsalmond for country parishes. 
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and that of Dr. Candlish, in the Lothian Boad, 
Edinburgh, which was to be the ne plus ultra of 
expenditure in towns, — the plainness of the ex- 
ternal structures being incalculably compensated 
by the purity of doctrine poured forth within. 
Poor human nature however soon put an end 
to these fond and fanciful notions. Vanity and 
pride must be pampered, and take the lead 
even in the most pure and spiritual of our sects, 
and thus Glasgow is largely indebted to her 
Free Church zealots for many of her gayest 
and most costly places of worship. 

While treating of these subjects, I must not 
allow to pass unnoticed that magnificent tri- 
umphal arch erected in honour of the late visit 
of her Majesty, at the north or city end of 
the Broomielaw Bridge. Though only a tem- 
porary erection of wood, painted to represent 
granite, it is universally admired, and tliere is 
a very general desire that it may be permar 
nently superseded bv one of real stone. Its 
proportions are admirable ; and as the bridge 
IS perhaps the most spacious in the kingdom, 
the obstruction as to traffic, if felt at all, must 
only be to an inconsiderable extent. The 
situation is the best in Glasgow for a thing of 
the kind; and when it is recollected that it 
was in passing through this fine massive, classic 
arch, the sun burst through all the celestial 
obstructions of the morning, and welcomed our 
beloved Sovereign into this centre of Scottish 
industry and wealth, the loyalty of thousands 
will glow with redoubled ardour. Let ^^esto 
perpetua^^ then be the sentiment of every Glas- 
gow merchant ; and if the work were set about 
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while the memory of the honour done them is 
still fresh, I am convinced there would be no 
lack of funds. 

The Cathedral is allowed to be the finest, 
and most entire in Scotland, and should be 
visited by all strangers. It has been recently 
repaired, and, notwithstanding former disasters, 
still bids fair to brave for centuries the ravages 
of time. It adds a pleasing interest to this 
noble pile that its venerable pastor, Principal 
MTarlane, was honoured witn the arm of his 
Sovereign while engaged in pointing out to 
her its " long-drawn aisles and fretted vaults," 
— a reward justly due to one who, in the most 
tryinff and perilous times of our Church, un- 
flinchingly preserved his consistency till the 
storm was bravely encountered, and trium- 
phantly weathered. 

In immediate juxtaposition to the High 
Church is the Cemetery, one of the first, if not 
the very first, of the kind attempted in Scot- 
land ; and one which, as regards situation and 
general interest, may well be compared with 
the most successful of them all. Here we found 
ready admittance, after entering our names in 
the janitor's book. This burying-ground con- 
tains many interesting mementos of the mighty 
dead, among which that of our great Reformer, 
Knox, is the most conspicuous, whose lofty 
statue seems superintending, as its guardian 
angel, that Church of Scotland which, under 
Heaven, owes its existence to his ardent piety 
and indomitable energies. With what trans- 
porting emotions would he have been animated 
could he have anticipated the entire success of 
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his exertions in behalf of the Protestant schools 
and churches of his native land ! 

The Tartar, Captain Macdonald, sails from 
the Broomielaw for Skye every Tuesday morn- 
ing, and from Portree for Glasgow every 
Friday morning. She is a strong good vessel, 
and her Captain has lon^ been a great favourite 
with the public. As she doubles the Mull of 
Kintyre, where the full swell of the Atlantic 
proves generally too potent for the comfort of 
landsmen, many prefer the Crinan Canal as fer 
as Oban, where the Tartar calls on the fore- 
noon of Wednesday. My friend and I pre- 
ferred this latter plan — so we went on board 
the Pioneer at 6 a.m. on the 28th August. 

Though the Firth of Clyde is universally 
allowed to be the most grand and interesting 
of all our estuaries, yet, as it is so generally 
known, I shall not detain my readers with any 
description of its scenery. The weather was 
by no means favourable. Though not abso- 
lutely wet, it was thick and muggy, and any- 
thing but exhilarating. In passing through 
the Kyles of Bute, however, it improved so fer 
as to open m) these straits in a very interesting 
manner. The entrance to Loch Siddan is 
decidedly the finest portion of this scene. 
Here the coast is rugged and precipitous, and 
the receding hills assume the character of 
mountains. The son of an English divine has 
for a considerable time been located here 
with his family, and a more complete contrast 
to the parsonages of merry England can 
scarcely be conceived. Eemote fh)m the 
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busy world, be may bere ^^hunt tbe roe, the 
hart, the doe," without much danger from 
Episcopal superintendence. 

The mountainous district of Arran was much 
obscured on this occasion, which is always 
greatly to be lamented by tourists. The lower 

Eortioh of the mountains only was discernible ; 
ut we had a fine peep into the sequestered 
bay of Loch Ranza, and with the naked eye 
could readily discern its venerable ruined castle, 
and even some of the adjoining cottages. On 
entering the Crinan Canal we found tnere was 
to be considerable delay in waiting for the boat 
which conveys passengers from both extremi- 
ties; so in company with two ladies and as 
many gentlemen, we resolved to walk to the 
nearest locks, about five miles off. 

Lochgilphead is greatly improved of late 
years, and has now a neat and thriving appear- 
ance, being much frequented as a bathmg-place 
by the gentry of Glasgow. The Crinan canal, 
from its antiquity, has assumed very much the 
character of a stately river, having its banks 
fringed with hazel, birch, alder, and all those 
shrubs and trees usually attendant upon our 
Scottish rivers ; and were it not for the constant 
traffic, I am persuaded it would afford first-rate 
sport to the angler. Much valuable ground has 
lately been redeemed from the marshes ; and as 
the work is still in progress, some thousands of 
acres will soon be added to the amount. Oak- 
field is very beautifiilly situated on the banks 
of the canaJ, surrounded with well-grown and 
weU-selected trees, among which no doubt the 
^ monarch of the wood" maintains his boasted 
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sway. As rain now fell in good earnest, the 
ladies became veiy anxious to reach the locks, 
and were most provokingly tantalized by the 
conflicting statements of the peasantry as to 
the distance. After nearly an hour^s hard 
walking, we were told that we had farther to 
go than when we first inquired! At length 
however we reached a substantial inn, where 
there was comfortable shelter till the arrival of 
the boat, which came up at the canter, drawn 
by three horses, driven by two smartly-equipped 
postilions. 

The west end of the canal is particularly strik- 
ing. It is quite Highland, and I am persuaded 
that, were it not for the- frequency of its being 
visited, there are few places in Scotland that 
would be more admired. The bay of Crinan, 
though often resorted to by Cockneys, is very 
far indeed from being a Cockney scene. It is 
landlocked by precipitous islands and head- 
lands, whose bare weather-beaten cliffs cannot 
fail to impress an admirer of Nature with a 
lively idea of the sublime ; more especially when 
he reflects that these are the embankments 
reared by the Almighty to check the fury of 
the Atlantic. The situation of Duntroon 
Castle has been much and lustly admired, and 
the present proprietor is laudabl/ exerting him- 
self in many respects for the improvement of 
this interesting district. 

We were here transferred to that fine 
steamer, the Shandon, which, alternately with 
the Dolphin, navigates among the western 
islands. Though now in the hound of Jura, 
we saw little of its rock-bound shore, and 
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nothing of its mountains. We passed many of 
the Hebrides ahnost without being aware of 
their presence, so dimly did they loom through 
the dense fog, which, like the vision described 
in Job, though " before our face, we could not 
discern the form thereof." This was a sad 
disappointment to many, especially to those 
who had never been there before. It is an ill 
wind however that blows good to none; for 
many were thereby induced to have recourse 
to the tempting viands of the steward, who 
under more propitious weather would have 
treated them with disdain. Thus did we reach 
the unrivalled bay and town of Oban, where, 
in the course of the evening, as other steamers 
and coaches arrived, the usual scramble for 
beds took place. 

Next morning, though not quite what could 
be wished, the weather was improved; so^ 
after partaking of a truly Highland breakfast 
with an old and much valued £dend, we were 
apprized of the Tartarus approach, and were 
soon en route for Skye. The day brightened 
as it advanced, so that the Sound of Mull was 
seen to much advantage. Tobermory is parti- 
cularly interesting as seen from the bay, but a 
nearer approach by no means tends to heighten 
its charms. It is well-wooded, and its rocky 
shores are adorned by some beautiful cascades^ 
as well as by the elegant mansion and pleasure 
grounds of Drumfin; but the town itself is 
miserably ill-planned, and the inhabitants mani- 
fest a hearty contempt of all sanitary laws. It 
is surrounded by wretcihed hovels^ and though 
everywhere there is a steep slope to the 8e% 
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yet filth of every description stagnates at the 
very doors, so that we regretted having left 
the Tartar, as it dissipated much of the enchant- 
ment which distance here lends to the scene. 

On retiring from Tobermory, a splendid 
view of Ben More in Mull was opened up to 
us by the rising clouds. It ascends in two 
abrupt starts, as seen in this direction, and 
appeared to me a much finer mountain than I 
had ever previously given it credit for. The 
point of Ardnamurchan, with its stately new 
lighthouse, and bold rocky coast, next attracted 
our attention. There is something particularly 
savage in the aspect of this bare barren head- 
land, exposed to all the violence of the Atlantic 
billows ; and, to heighten the interest of the 
scene, a very large eagle descended from the 
impending cliffs, and followed the vessel for 
about a mile, attracted, as we surmised, by the 
scent of the fish, and other good things on deck. 
So near was he occasionally, that he might 
easily have been brought down with swan shot 
had we been so prepared. He eyed us askance 
with much significancy, as much as to say, 
" ril come in, if you'll come out." The deep 
sea salmon fishery, at the mouth of Loch Shid, 
seems in a very thriving state from the number 
of empty boxes that were here thrown out to be 
replenished. The entrance of many of these 
salt-water lochs is singularly grand and impres- 
sive, owing to the height and rugged forms of 
the mountains by which they are encompassed. 
Of these. Loch Nevis and Loch Houm are 
particularly deserving of notice. This was the 
country where the standard of rebellion was 
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first unAirled in 1745, a measure which involyed 
many of the oldest and best Highland &milies 
in misery and ruin. 

We were now, while the shades of evening 
were closing around us, in the Sound of Sleat, 
and our anchor was soon dropt for the night in 
the commodious and beautiftd harbour of Isle 
Oronsay. This is the best wooded and most 
civilized portion of Skye. Armadale Castle is 
one of the handsomest of which Scotland can 
boast. It is situated in the midst of extensive 
thriving woods, niany of the trees being of 
stately dimensions. The ^^ Lord of the misty 
hills of Skye" makes this his constant residence ; 
and in so far as his means permit, is most 
anxious to promote the well-being of the in- 
habitants ; but it would require a princely for^ 
tune indeed to remove them beyond that 
poverty which bears so hard on this, as well 
as on many, if not the whole of these islands. 

As we had to pass the night on board, and 
it was several hours from the usual time of 
goii^g to rest, the male passengers had recourse 
to creature comforts of various kinds, and spent 
the interval in lively and amusing conversation. 
Perhaps the following anecdotes, then narrated, 
may interest my readers: — Some one speak- 
ing of the difficulty of getting beds on the west 
coast at this season, a gentleman said that he 
had never felt it more than on the preceding 
evening. He had arrived at Oban very late, 
and was told at the hotels and lodging-houses 
that every bed was full. The night was wet 
and cold, and he did not relish the idea of 
spending it outside, so he resolved to try all 
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the windows as he went along, in hopes of one 
or other of them being unsecured. After many 
fruitless attempts, he got admission into what 
he found to be a snug little dining-room. So 
in he stepped, and after shutting the window 
wrapt himself in his plaid, and slept comfortably 
on a sofa, till in the morning a servant girl 
came to clean out the room. " Bless me. Sir !" 
she exclaimed, " how cam' ye here ? ye waur 
na' here when we gaed to our bed ! Does my 
maister ken o' your being here ?" *^ It would 
be very strange indeed," said he, " if he did 
not. I came late and did not like to give you 
trouble ; but I find the boat will soon be off — 
wiU you give him my compliments, and say, I 
was so much hurried that I could not see him 
before parting ?' So saying, he put a couple 
of shilhngs into her hand, and was politely 
courtesied to the door. On another occasion, 
when a boat was arriving at Oban, crammed 
with passengers, one of tnem particularly in- 
tent on comfort, sprung actively ashore, and 
calling out, " Hurra ! for the first bed," ran in 
the direction of a strong gas-light, which he 
had ascertained was in ftont of the Caledonian 
Hotel. He succeeded in getting the first bed, 
but it was just across the pier, in ten or twelve 
feet of water, from which he was not without 
difficulty extricated by some herring fishers, 
who happened to be still astir. 

At five o'clock a.m. on Thursday, 30th 
August, we weighed anchor, and left Isle 
Oronsay. This snug anchorage is right oppo- 
site the entrance of Loch Houm, one of the 
grandest scenes in the West Highlands. The 
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mainland all along the coast is remarkably 
rugged and interesting, and the channel being 
so strait, it is seen to great advantage. Not 
having undressed, I was on board before five, 
and enjoyed the view on both sides exceedingly, 
only lamenting that all my fellow-passengers 
were in the Land of Nod. The barracks of 
Bemera, though apparently deserted, add. to 
the interest of the scene, as also the church and 
manse of Glen Elg. Kyle Khea is the narrow- 
est part of the straits, and here there is a regu- 
lar ferry firom Skye to the mainland, the dis- 
tance not exceeding half-a-mile. At Kyle Akin 
there is another ferry ; and close to it, in Skye, 
several respectable-looking houses have been 
built, with a view to theu-heing the commence- 
ment of a trading viUage. On the opposite 
shore, an English gentleman has purchased a 
considerable property, and has his shooting 
lodge close to thfe water^s edge. This purchas- 
ing of land by rich Englishmen has become 
very common throughout the Highlands, and 
cannot fail to bring much wealth, as well as 
civilization, into a country which stands greatly 
in need of both. All along this coast there is 
no receding of the sea. It is so steep and 
rocky that a few feet perpendicular is all the 
difference made by the tide, so that vessels of 
heavy burden may tack close to either shore ; 
the tide however runs remarkably strong, 
giving it the appearance of a rapid majestic 
river, and rendering missing stays in a breeze 
a very dangerous matter. 

On leaving this narrow channel, Scalpa, 
Kaaza, Pabba, and various other islands were 
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opened to our view ; the two former wild and 
rocky, the latter remarkably low, and appar- 
rently well cultivated. Dun-caan, in Eaaza, is 
the only hill of considerable height ; its abrupt 
sides and table-shaped sununit are seen from 
a&r, and distinguish this from all the neigh- 
bouring islands. It has not long ago become 
the property of a gentleman who has been the 
architect of his own fortune, by means of that 
laudable persevering industry so characteristic 
of many of our countrymen. On this occasion 
he, his wife, and son, were our fellow-passengera 
till we arrived at the tillage of Broadferd, 
where n^ friend and I, with other two tourists, 
left the Tartar, with the view of visiting the spar 
cave of Strath Aird and Loch Corruiskin. At 
Broadford, and all alon^ during the morning, 
we were struck with the number of people^ 
principally females, crowding into the vessel 
as often as opportunities occurred, and were 
informed that their object was to attend a Free 
Church Sacrament at Snizort,— *a prodigious 
distance from their homes, but resorted to by 
hundreds far more remote. 

Arrived at the inn of Broadford, we felt well 
appetized for break&st, and, along with the 
two above-mentioned gentlemen, ordered it 
forthwith. " Citius dicto^ however — done ere 
bid— IB far from being the order of the day in 
Skye. After much delay, and visiting the 
scene of action, the kitchen, I found that abso- 
lutely nothing was done I On expressing dis* 
appointment, the reply was, " Oh ! are ye in a 
hurry ? we didna ken." " Can we have her- 
rings and eggs ?" — " You can get plenty o' eggs, 
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but we hae nae herrina " " Indeed I the boat 
which set us ashore was so full of them that 
we could scarcely find room for our feet." 
" Weel, then, we'll see what can be done." 
Notwithstanding our utmost efforts, much time 
was lost before we could manage our point ; 
and had we not lent a hand ourselves, it seemed 
questionable whether breakfast would ever have 
made its appearance. The people, generally 
speaking, in this island have no idea of the 
value of time. Many of them unfortunately 
having little to do themselves, conceive all 
others similarly circumstanced, and their great 
object seems to be to spin out every little job 
that occurs. 

During breakfast the weather, which had 
never been very promising, assumed a decidedly 
im&vourable aspect. The Skye mountains had 
at no period of the morning been visible ; but 
now thick mist gradually degenerated into thick 
rain, so that our prospects of enjoyment were 
gloomy indeed. While thus lamenting what 
no human power can obviate, notice was 
brought that a conveyance had arrived firom 
the truly polite and hospitable minister of the 
parish, to conduct us to his residence five miles 
distant. His youngest son was our charioteer, 
and we were soon received with that hearty 
welcome for which our Scottish Highlands are 
so justly celebrated. All this day there was 
no relenting in the elements, but the reverse ; 
for, as night approached, the rain increased. 
There was one comfort however, we could not 
have been in better quarters. Topics of mutual 
interest were discussed with much zest till 
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dinner was announced, the quality of which 
would have done credit to any manse in Scot- 
land. 

Early next morning the weather still looked 
doubtful. We were assured however by our 
entertainer, that the day would be good ; and 
his prediction was verified, for it turned out 
splendid. Our two Broadford friends arrived 
to breakfast, having also letters of introduction 
here ; and after a feast which would have 
gratified the Court at Balmoral, we fom* visitors 
set off for Loch Slapin, in order to visit the 
Spar Cave. Our worthy host accompanied us 
to the boat, where we found five men ready for 
service under the direction of his son, to whose 
polite attention we were greatly indebted. The 
rowing was by no means first-rate, but in time 
we reached the cave, which far surpassed our 
expectations. It is so very different from 
Fingal's, in Staffa, that a comparison cannot 
well be drawn. The latter is grand and solenm, 
but is seen, all at once, in the most satis&ctory 
manner by the light of day. The former 
requires much time and the aid of artificial 
light. Besides ourselves and boatmen, we had 
several boys to assist us in holding candles in 
suitable positions, so that we saw the whole to 
the utmost advantage. The approach between 
lofty perpendicular rocks is very imposing, but 
soon after we would have been in utter dark- 
ness had it not been for our candles. After 
advancing a considerable way there are two 
steep ascents, with distinct landing-places to 
eacl^ and then a descent into a deep pool of 
limpid water, which bars further progress, 
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.though the cave extends somewhat beyond 
it. 

I pretend not to give a particular description 
of this freak of Nature ; suflSce it to say, that 
we were all delighted. Everything is on a large 
scale ; the width and height are such that 
there is no creeping and soiling of clothes, as 
is often the case in curiosities of this nature. 
The ascents and descents were much facilitated 
by a strong rope held above and below by the 
boatmen. There is a constant dripping of 
water from the roof; but it is so pure and 
sparkling that it can scarcely be regarded as 
an annoyance. No doubt there are many plants 
and minerals on this coast interesting to men 
of science in these departments who have time 
at command. I was particularly struck with 
one plant which grew from the crevices at the 
mouth of the cave. It consisted of bunches of 
very long broad leaves, and would have puzzled 
me greatly had it not been for one of our new 
friends, a distinguished botanist, as well as 
mineralogist, who pronounced it to be a very 
uncommon species of fern. 

On emerging from this singular scene the 
day seemed particularly brilliant. The islands 
of Eigg and Rum were in front of us, the latter 
distinguished by lofty peaked mountains, while 
those on the mainland, Argyleshire, were seen 
to great advantage. So clear was the atmos- 
phere that I am convinced I saw Ben Nevis, 
from the summit of which, many years ago, I 
had distinctly seen the Alps of Skye. Upon 
entering Loch Scavaig these appeared in front 
of us in all their glory ; and certainly I never 

G 
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saw any mountains so grisly, wild, and sublime 
as the Cuchullins, or Coolins, as they are 
generally termed. The Arran Peaks resemble 
them a good deal, but in so far as granite is 
inferior to hypersthene in the power of resisting 
the ravages of time and the elements, in the 
same proportion are the former surpassed by 
the Coolins in sharpness and singularity of out- 
line. The Arran mountains a^e also said to be 
considerably less elevated. 

In approaching pur landing place we passed 
many desolate looking caves, in one of which 
the Pretender spent some dreary days while a 
price was set on his head. Here much caution 
is required, as sunk rocks are frequently dis- 
cernible very near the surface, surrounded by 
water almost unfathomably deep. On our left, 
rising abruptly from the sea, is Garsben, the 
nearest and most southerly of the range, which 
extends in a deeply serrated curved line around 
the head of Loch Corruisk, terminating in 
Scuir-nan-Gillean at the northern extremity. 
On our right we had Scuir-na-Stree, Blaven, 
and several others of nearly equal height. On 
landing, we soon found ourselves after a rocky 
scramble on the margin of Loch CorruisK, 
without exception the most terrific scene I 
ever witnessed. Here we all joined in a hearty 
repast, for which we were still indebted to our 
kind and provident hostess of the previous day. 
Not far off we saw two gentlemen who had 
come from Sligachan for sketching and fishing, 
and they could not have found a spot more 
favourable for their respective pursuits. Some 
of us scrambled nearly to the upper end of the 
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loch, two miles off, after which and settling 
with our boatmen my friend and I set off for 
Sligachani while the rest of the party returned 
in the boat. 

From Loch Corruisk the ascent is very 
abrupt over a spur of the Coolins, which we 
crossed opposite Lot-o^-Corry ; and let any man 
visit that scene if he be really anxious to wit- 
ness the sternest and most impressive that 
Scotland can boast. The rocks, which are 
completdiy naked, are very dark and metallic- 
lookmg, their surface being encrusted with 
crystals, which occasionally glance vividly in 
the rays of the sun ; and there are huge blocks 
here and there, placed in the most singular 
positions. From this dark den issues the stream 
that reaches the sea about a mile below the 
inn at Sligachan. The whole of this glen is 
magnificent ; but there being next to no track, 
and night &st approaching, we had some diffi- 
culty iu finding our way to the inn, where we 
arrived between nine and ten,, considerably 
indebted to the moon. 

The last day of August was to us one of 
unmingled satisfaction ; the first of September 
one of grievous disappointment. On the for- 
mer we had seen the Spar Cave, with all its 
fairy4ike tracery; Lochs Scavaig and Cor- 
ruisk ; and the " dark fix)wning glories" of the 
CuchuUins, in as great perfection as they have 
ever been, or can be viewed. We had fi:om a 
great height descended into the abysses at the 
source of Glen Sligachan, skirting the base of 
Scuir-nan-Gillean, scanning its shivered sides 
with a view of climbing its stately summit next 
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day, one of the main objects of our going to 
Skje. But, alas ! 

** The best laid schemes o' mice and men 

Gang aft a'glej/' 

The morning, though grey, stfll looked hopeful, 
and all the mountain tops stood out sharp and 
clear in the horizon. I took an early walk in 
their direction to plan the best mode of ascent^ 
and had fully satisfied myself that it was quite 
practicable, notwithstanding aU that has been 
said and written to the contrary. Tradition 
says, that the above mountain derives its name 
from several young men having lost their Uves 
in a rash attempt to reach its summit. 

A party arrived from Portee before break- 
fast, whom we had the pleasure of meeting in 
the Tartar. They had been at the Storr and 
Quirang, and were going to the Spar Cave and 
Loch Corruisk. We afl breakfasted together, 
and had much agreeable conversation as to our 
adventures in the island, and our future inten- 
tions. • One of our party was a London lady of 
great spirit and vivacity, who, in company with 
her husband and another gentlemen, had cUmbed 
the Storr on the previous Thursday, encom- 
passed with mist, and in a deluge of rain, and 
yet she seemed only more determined to brave 
every difficulty. The inn at Sligachan is one 
of the best in Skye ; still we should have found 
it no easy matter to get breakfast in decent 
time, had it not been for the help of this lady's 
maidservant. She tried every persuasive art 
to expedite the business ; but failing, she set 
to work herself, and actually stupified the 
natives with her activity. They stared in mute 
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amazement on observing one girl do more work 
than any half-dozen momitaineers^ and seemed 
to regard her as some supernatural being of 
the Brownie tribe, whom it was scarcely canny 
to speak to, or even to look at. 

During this meal the clouds caught hold of 
the highest points of the Coolins, and gradually 
crept down their ravines, attended by rain, till 
we saw that our purpose was altogether hope- 
less. To ascend almost any high mountain in 
mist, even though well known, is perplexing, 
but in such circumstances to have attempted 
Scuir-nan-Gillean v^ould have been absolute 
foUy and madnesfl ; so with much cha^ 
we set off for Portree. I may here mention, 
that Sligachan is by far the best starting point 
either for climbing the Coolins, or visiting Lioch 
CSorruisk. I am persuaded that a persevering 
judicious pedestrian may leave the um and 
stand on the highest peak, provided the weather 
be fevourable, within three hours. The moun- 
tain above-mentioned is generally esteemed the 
highest ; but I am much mistaken if there are 
not eight or ten others in the immediate vici- 
nity not two hundred feet lower, some of them 
nearly on the same level ; indeed Blaven on 
the opposite side of Glen Sligachan is by some 
reckoned the highest of them all; so that if 
Scuir-nan-Gillean, as is allowed by scientific 
men, be above 3200 feet in height, there are 
many of its neighbours above 3000 ; and as 
they all start from the sea, sharp and rugged, 
stem and grim, it may readily be supposed 
they are well worthy of the tourist's attention. 
Let him however beware of mist, for they are 
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rarely entirely free from it, and be sure never 
to ascend tuuess he is certain of a safe retreat, 
as the latter is by much the more difficult. 
M^Culloch states that in five successive sum- 
mers he made seven attempts to see these 
mountains to advantage, and only once gained 
his object ; so that, notwithstanding the above 
mishap, we considered ourselves fortimate in 
seeing them quite distinctly every day we were 
in the island, excepting the first. 

The road to Portree from Sligachan is good 
and free from tolls, as are all the others in this 
island. The Storr, with its very extraordinary 

Erongs, appeared in view when we were about 
alf-way. It is six miles on the opposite side 
of Portree, and is justly regarded as one of the 
greatest curiosities in Skye. There are s<»ne 
neat villas near Portree, and the little town 
itself is beautifrdly situated. The bay resem* 
bles that at Tobermory. It is surrounded by 
steep, rocky, well-wooded hills, and is secure 
from every wind, as the island of Baasa defends 
it on the only side assailable by the sea. The 
inn is a very good one indeed, and the chargee 
here as elsewhere reasonable enough, consider- 
ing that a few months at this season are all 
they have to depend on for profitable custom. 
Though the morning had been unpropitions, 
the latter part of the dav was good, and the 
evening beautiful. The full moon shining upon 
this very interesting bay shewed it off to great 
advantage. There is here a neat church, a 
bank, a post-office, and a jail ; so that, though 
not contiuning above fifty houses, Portree may 
well be considered the capital of Skye. There 
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is a good herring and salmon fishery also, which 
in their season gives the place rather an ani- 
mated appearance. 

Next morning, the Sabbath, was very 
gloomy and wet ; and as there happened to be 
no public worship in Portree, we were confined 
to the house till mid-day, when it faired, so 
that we resolved to walk seven miles to be pre- 
sent at the Free Church sacrament at Snizort. 
In defiance of the heavy rain, Portree seemed 
emptied of its inhabitants. Every kind of 
vehicle was in requisition, and many were on 
foot. The country towards Snizort is heathy 
and uninteresting ; but the river there, being 
isuch swollen and having a very rocky chan- 
nel, was well worth seeing. The Free Church 
is neat enough, but the manse is one of the 
largest and nnest I have seen. The place of 
meeting on this great occasion was an open 
heath, about a mile farther on than the church, 
and near a lai^e fir plantation. The assem- 
blage was immense, surrounded by numberless 
carts, gigs, &c., and the horses either running 
loose, or having two legs tied together. The 
tent was placed with its back to the wood, 
nearly surrounded by the strangest looking 
group we ever witnessed. The number pre- 
sent was estimated at about 7000, and when it 
is considered that many had come from Lewis, 
Harris, Uist, and many other islands, as well as 
from the mainland, it may readily be conceived 
that this was no means above the mark. My 
mode of calculation was by comparing the space 
filled with the area of Tanfield at Edinburgh. 
The latter is said to seat 4000 people, and it 
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appeared to me that the crowd here would have 
crammed it at least twice. True, there were 
many reclining; but to compensate for this, 
there was a much greater proportion of children 
here than at Tanfield — ^not to speak of the 
worshippers in the wood, of whom there were 
of both sexes not a few. 

We regretted much being too late for the 
sermon by the talented Mr. Roderic MQL^eod, 
who, I believe, is the only Free Church 
ordained minister in the island, and whose sway 
is despotic. He is much liked and respected, 
not only by his own people, but by the people 
and ministers of the Establishment. The whole 
of the service was in Gaelic, and it is question- 
able if there were one hundred present who 
could have been edified by any other language. 
We heard two tables served, and if power of 
lungs, and extravagant gesticulation constitute 
eloquence, there was no lack of it here. To do 
the people justice, it must be allowed they 
were all calm, and seemingly attentive. There 
was none of that agitation and screaming which 
was too common in such meetings a few years 
asco. This, it seems, instead of oeins: connived 
a? by their' ministei a. formerly, L of late 
been discouraged and suppressed, as it was 
bringing their reUgious assemblies into disre- 

?ute among the judicious and intelligent, 
'he psahn singing to my taste was most soTenm 
and impressive. At the end of each line, after 
the precentor finished, the notes were prolonged 
by the remotest skirts of the multitude in a 
manner that appeared to me most appropriate 
to Divine worship. I never heard old Oolea- 
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hill warbled so sweetly. Oh ! how unlike the 
flippant new-£uigled airs so much in vogue in 
most of our churches I 

** Compared with these, Italian trills are tame ; 
The tickled ears nae heartfelt raptures raise ; 
Nae unison ha'e they wi' our Creator's praise.'* 

In the evening we went to hear English service 
in the church, the officiating clergymen being 
the first whom we heard at the tables. The 
congregation did not exceed forty-five, includ- 
ing the minister. He was animated in the ex* 
treme, and had a noble text ; but we agreed in 
thinking him more edifying in Gaelic. Though 
the Queen was now in the Highlands, no allu- 
sion was made in prayer either to her or her 
court. Would this silence have been observed 
had she attended divine worship in the Free 
Church ? As a patroness of an Erastian 
Church, they should surely have considered 
her the more in need of their prayers. 

It is singular that any intelligent people 
should regard it as an argument m favour of 
iJie Free Church, that it has so many adherents 
in the north and west Highlands. As well 
may it be urged in favour of the Romish 
Church, that the priests carry the people along 
with them in the south and west of Ireland. 
They are alike ignorant, and incapable of con- 
viction, and are thus mere tools for promoting 
any object their spiritual guides may have in 
view. Gaelic havmg only of late years been a 
printed language, and being differently spoken 
in every different district, it must of necessity 
be a very imperfect means of instructing those 
who are acquainted with no other. Johnson 
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describes it as '^ the barbaroas language of a 
barbarous people^ who conceive grossly, and are 
content to be as grossly understood ;" and in 
this sentiment I entirely agree with regard 
to all those who can converse in no other 
tongue. 

When we returned at night to Portree, I 
expressed surprise to the company in the inn 
that several of the elders assisting at the tables 
wore red and striped worsted night-caps, even 
the precentor wearing one of the former flam- 
ing complexion. A gentleman, particularly 
convewant with everything connected with the 
Highlands, assured me that this was no mark 
of disrespect, but a badge of distincticHi ; that 
none wore these articles but such as had great 
spiritual attainments, and that they wore red, 
striped, or blue head gear, according to their 
vanous gradations in sanctity. I thanked him 
for his information, as, had it not been for his 
civility and superior li^ht, I might have done 
^^ the men" great injustice by regarding that as 
a mark of slovenliness in which they chiefly 
gloried, though I confess thar taste still seems 
to me not a httle questionable. At all events^ 
as ^^ the men" have assumed the cardinals keU^ 
it seems but &ir that their omnipotent and in- 
fallible spiritual guide should be decorated with 
a pcnHil crenm^ 

Having resolved to visit Quirang, in tl^ 
north-west comer of the island, and to go by 
sea, we secured the services of two active able- 
bodied sailors on the Saturday evening. Early 
on Monday we left Portree in an excellent 
boat, but too heavy for rowing, and as there 
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was little or no wind, this proved a serious 
obstacle to our progress. It is about twenty 
miles to Stenchol, the nearest landing-place to 
Quirang. If there had been a breeze from any 
quarter, we counted on being only a few hours 
at sea. There was scarcely a breath of wind 
however; and as the heat was intense, we 
made provokingly little way. 

About four or five miles from Portree, we 
landed to see a cave celebrated for having 
lodged the Pretender and several of his devoted 
followers fbr a considerable time. It is almost 
ina^essible by land; and from its external 
aj^earance no one could conceive its interior 
so capacious as it is. Had we not previously 
visited the Spar Cave, this one would have 
made a much stronger impression. It is wide, 
high-roofed, and extends a long way back, so 
that I should think fifty people might find in 
it tolerable accommodation, especially if the 
gibbet was the alternative. It seemed quite 
dark upon entering, but graduallv we could 
explore all its recesses, and ascertam that like 
the Spar Cave it was much encrusted with 
beautifiil stalactites. 

After toiling at their oars a couple of miles 
fiirther, we a&ed the men to put us ashore 
opposite the Storr, which we were anxious to 
ascend, while they proceeded onwards. The 
ascent for five or six hundred feet firom the 
water^s edge was very steep and toilsome, as 
the sun was unclouded, and it was near mid- 
day. After surmoimting this difficulty, and 
finkg the Storr wa^ stilf several miles off, my 
compamon preferred " the way of the pkm," 
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prpceeding northward just above the hi^h ridge 
overlooking the sea. Being determmed to 
explore the recesses of the above most fantastic 
mountain, I toiled on through bogs and by the 
side of a lake tiU I came to the last ascent. 
About half way up I got among the prongs, 
whose appearance amused us so much wheii 
approaching Portree. Some of these are per- 
pendicular, others oblique, and they must be 
several hundred feet in height. Opposite 
them, in the mountain side from which they 
seem to have been detached by some convul- 
sion of Nature, are corresponding ravines of a 
truly terrific appe^nce. After surveying 
them, I looked back towards Portree, and wit- 
nessed a scene which for sublimity and singu- 
larity I shall never forget. The atmosphere 
was remarkably clear, so that the wild tower- 
ing cliffs of the Coolms were seen through the 
fangs of the Storr, while the extreme back- 
ground waa fiUed up by the serrated ridges of 
the Glenelg and Loch Houm mountains, and 
others in that direction. 

My work however was here only about half 
finished. In ascending the upper part of the 
Storr, my progress was frequently intercepted 
by the ravmes above mentioned, which being 
sheer precipices, and composed of a very 
crumbly amygdaloidal rock, must in thick mist 
expose the climber to imminent danger. On 
the summit there is a large mound of turf, and 
the walls of a cottage, raised by the Sappers 
and Miners when engaged in their scientific 
pursuits. The view from this was truly mag- 
Bificent, comprehending the mountain La^ 
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of Sutherland, Eoss, and Argyle Shires, with 
many of the Hebrides. My old enemy Ben 
Wj4, Bome sixty or seyenty miles due east, 
wa^ distinctly visille, and scLied with much 
interest, as there last season along with two 
friends, owingto our being benighted, we haa 
nearly climbed our last. 

Descending in a sloping direction towards 
the sea, I rejoined my friend, who after losing 
sight of me for about five hoiurs had become 
somewhat uneasy, as a broken or even a 
sprained limb in such a solitude would have 
been attended with serious consequences. We 
found our boatmen waiting for us in a very 
remarkable creek, overhung by rocks whose 
shadows shone conspicuous m the deep, green, 
unruffled sea. After labouring long at the oar, 
a slight breeze having sprung up our sails were 
hoisted ; but what little wind there was being 
right a-head, we made very little progress ; so 
that, seeing it would be long after midnight 
before we could expect to reach Stenchol, we 
agreed to go ashore and make the best of our 
way by land, allowing the men to return to 
Portree. 

All this wa« very discouraging ; stiU we had 
seen a magnificen7rocky coa^Sith its natm^ 
arches, caves, and buttresses ; and, in particu- 
lar, a splendid waterfall into the sea of perhaps 
two hundred feet perpendicular. After a 
scrambling walk of about a mile, we came to 
some cottages, where we were supplied with 
excellent milk, and soon found a road lately 
made from the frmds of the Destitution Societv. 
This proved to us a mighty boon, as it had 
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become dark, and the natural faoe of the coun<- 
try is of a very rough and impervious descrip- 
tion. At length we reached what is called the 
Inn of Stenchcd, to us a most welcome sight, 
though I question if there be another like it in 
Scotland. Luckily we were the only guests, 
so we had all the accommodation at oiur dis- 
posal, and all the attendance of the inmates, 
and most anxious they were to please us. The 
peats however being wet, and the epidemic 
slackness particularly prevalent, if we had not 
bestirred ourselves we should have been ill off 
indeed, especially as our principal waita: could 
not speak one word of English. 

Next morning waa fine, but foggy. Having 
an mtroductory letter to the quo€ui sacra muor 
ster, about a mile distant, we called on him 
just as he and a chance guest of the precediiig 
evening (who, luckily for himself as well as us, 
had mistaken the manse for the inn) were 
beginning breakfi«t. After they had finished, 
we all set off for Quirang, about three miles 
distant, under the guidance of an old Waters 
loo man, who had served twenty years in the 
42d regiment during the most eventftd period 
of the war. As we ascended the heights of 
Quirang, the heat was most oppressive, par* 
ticularly to the minister, who not being in 
first-rate condition earnestly and pathetically 
urged us ^^ not to make a toil of a pleasure." 
On reaching the singular scene we were much 
gratified. In some respects it much resembles 
the Storr, but differs in that there is here^ 
among the lofty spire-like cliffs, about an acre 
of level ground covered wkh beautifiil soft 
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grass. This on one side is bounded by the 
mountain^ on the other three by these insulated 
prongs^ whose summits never were, nor can be^ 
reached by mortal man without artificial means. 
The whole scene much resembles the gigantic 
ruins of some mighty cathedral, such as might 
be the subject of a dream. Around these 
peaks on this occasion floated thick fleecy 
white clouds, and between them the blue sea 
occasionally made its appearance, rendering 
the scene stiU more attractive and fantastic. 
It seems to be generally allowed, that this 
must at one time have been the crater of a 
volcano, and it would be difficult to account for 
the aspect of the rocks in any other way. The 
whole of this mountain range firom the Storr 
to Quirang, is composed of the same species of 
rock, and assumes m various places correspond- 
ing singularity of appearance, but nowhere 
nearly to the same extent. The Storr is by 
much the highest point, Quirang being the 
next highest. 

We descended on the opposite side to that 
by which we had reached this strange scene. 
Our guide took us to one of the most copious 
and delightM springs we ever saw, close to 
the road leading to IJig, and here we parted 
firom him and the minister, having to proceed 
to Portree on foot, by Uig and Snizort, a dis- 
tance of twenty-five miles. For six or seven 
miles there is a bleak heathy country, extend- 
ing to the sea on the opposite side of the island. 
The bay of Uig is very beautifid. It is em- 
bosomed in steep but not very rocky hills, 
and contains many cottages witn considerable 
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patches of com. There is here a cascade well 
worthy of attention, also a place of worship, 
and a burying-ground sadly overgrown with 
nettles, — no uncommon sight in Scotland, but 
which in England would be reprobated as 
shamefully neglectful' and disrespected to the 
dead. It is high time we were taking a leaf 
out of our neighbours' book in this respect; 
and surely when around Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow there are seen such interesting places of 
interment, the provinces will at least in some 
degree approve and imitate. 

On emerging from the high ground about 
Uig, the splendid Coolins again became visible. 
The evening was fine, and we greatly admired 
the situation of the Manse of Snizort, where, 
having an introduction, we were hospitably 
received. Here however we could not tarry. 
The minister gave us a Highland convoy of 
about two mUes, and we went on our way 
rejoicing. We came up again with the gentle- 
man who accompanied us to Quirang, who, 
though of considerable standing in the navy, 
and the scion of a noble English family, felt 
pleasure in roughing it on foot among these 
Highland fastnesses, — an example not fre- 
quently imitated by men of rank and fashion. 
He drove before hun a small rickety Shetland 

emy with a mere trifle of luggage, and entered 
ortree without coat and waistcoat, these being 
on such a day regarded by us all as super- 
fluous incumbrances. 

On the night of the 4th September, the 
scramble for beds in Portree was almost unpre- 
cedented. Having secured ours however before 
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leaving it the previous day, we were not incom- 
moded. Late in the evening a coach-and-four 
arrived full of ladies, but how or where they 
were lodged we could not conjecture, as every 
comer was occupied long before their arrival ; 
very probably they were indebted for ni^ht- 
quarters to the vehicle in which they nad 
travelled. This I know, that some halfniozen 
gentlemen were glad to wrap themselves up in 
their cloaks and plaids, and squat for the night 
on the floor of the sitting-room ; their bemg 
no alternative, they wisely submitted with a 
good grace. 

As the Marquis of Stafford steamer from 
Stomoway was to call here next morning, we 
resolved to avail ourselves of her as far as Oban, 
much regretting that our time would not per- 
mit us to return by one or other of the splendid 
routes through the glens to Fort Augustus 
or Fort Wilham. But what we most of all 
regretted was our not having a couple of days 
to revisit the Coolins, as the weather was sml 
very &vourable for their ascent. Upon the 
whole however, considering the general cha- 
racter of the Skye climate, we thougrht ourselves 
very lucky in h/ving so much fine cLx weather. 
It would have required a few days more to 
have gone to Dunvegan, Talisker, and Braca- 
dale; and if tourists have time enough to 
accomplish this, along with what we had seen, 
they may be said to have made a very com- 
plete survey of the island ; for the Sleat dis- 
trict is &,v from being particularly interesting, 
excepting that part of it seen from the Sound. 
The Spar Cave, Loch Corruisk, Glen Sli- 

H 
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gachan, the Storr, and Quirang^ are the main 
objects worthy of attention ; and if I were to 
particularize which of all these interested us 
the most, I would decidedly say Loch Cor- 
ruisk. It is the most sequestered and inax)- 
cessible of all Scottish lochs. Dark, deep, and 
desolate, it reflects the lofty Coolins from their 
highest pinnacles down to the very water^s 
edge. In this pellucid mirror, " auld Nature's 
sturdiest bairns" may survey their dingy charms 
from head to foot. But in storm and tempest, 
when foaming cataracts dash from the preci- 
pices, when the forked lightening darts from 
the splintered crevices, and a thousand echoes 
reverberate the crash of the thunder, what 
imagination can conceive a more tremendous 
scene! The powerftd pencils of Turner and 
Horatio M'CuUoch, have indeed been splen^- 
didly employed in the delineation ; but as they 
could not be actually present in the elemental 
strife, many features of it must have been 
omitted or misrepresented. In crossing over 
from the head of the Loch to the source of the 
Sligachan, the tourist may safely assert that 
he has witnessed a scene unrivalled in her 
Majesty's donunions. I am ^miliar with the 
scenery of Glencoe and Arran, but greatly 
though I admire it, I must very decidedly give 
the palm to what I have been attempting to 
describe. Let no tourist' therefore omit this 
district of the island ; but let him be sure to 
start early, and to attempt climbing none of the 
mountains excepting in clear weather, as the 
distances are most deceptive, and the moun- 
tains of a character not to be trifled with. 
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M^CuIloch and others have stated that many 
of them have not and cannot be climbed; and 
very probably when M^Culloch wrote his tour, 
no one excepting shepherds had ever been 
among them; but I have the best authority 
(the ministers of Strath and Portree) for assert- 
ing, that an active, cautious, persevering pedes- 
trian may without imminent danger reach all 
the highest points of the Coolins. 

Those mountains are said to be frequented 
by red deer; of this however we had no 
ocular proof, but we saw a few ptarmigan 
in passing over the ridge between Loch Cor- 
ruisk and Lot-o'-Gorry. Game does not seem 
to abound in Skye, as we saw no grouse, dead 
or alive, all the time we were there, though we 
passed over much very likely ground. Goats 
are to be seen in many places. Wlien climbing 
the Storr, several rather large stones came 
bounding past me, which at first I thought 
might have been wantonly thrown over the 
precipice by some one who had got the start 
of me. Upon investigation I saw they had 
been dislodged by a couple of most grotesque- 
looking goats, which had found their way to a 
ledge of rock that seemed inaccessible to any 
animal without wings. We were shewn two 
eagles' nests ; one on Scuir-na-Stree, the other 
among the cliffs at Quirang. Of the latter we 
had a pretty accurate view; it was secured 
from ram by a projecting brow of the rock, and 
what we remarked in both was that there 
seemed to be water trickling from the crevices 
close to the nests, which is perhaps indispens- 
able during incubation. It will be a great pity 
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if these noble birds should be extirpated from 
our land, as has been the case with the caper- 
cailzie. Their haunts for hatching their young 
are indeed inaccessible, but there are so many 
sportsmen now intent on signalizing them* 
selves by bringing down an eagle, and rifle- 
shooting has attained such p^ection, that 
their extirpation is by no means unlikely. 

The rivers and lakes are not large, but I 
have no doubt of their affording excellent sport 
to the angler, as there seems to be very few so 
occupied. At Broadford, Sligachan, Portree, 
Snizort, and Stenchol, there were streams that 
looked most inyitbg; and as there is ready 
access from the sea, red trout and salmon 
must be abundant. The river which flows 
from Loch Corruisk has a' very short course, 
certainly not above three hundred yards, but 
it ha. 'every appearance of abounLg Wth 
fish, and the loch is said to be frdl of salmon 
and trout of the finest quality ; whoever goes 
there however from SUgachan, the nearest 
inn, if he has to carry his own fish, wiU soon 
find he has caught enough. 

The inhabitants of l£is island, in so far as 
we saw, are inoffensive and civil ; not given to 
quarrelling nor drinking; and though there 
are evidently a great manv of them oppressed 
with poverty, I do not tnink we met with a 
beggar all the time we were there ; so that 
greediness is not one of their besetting sins. 
Between Stenchol and Uig we saw many 
women spinning on the distaff while walking 
along the road, — a pretty good proof of their 
being industriously disposed. The want of 
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English on their part, and of Gaelic on ours, 
prevented the intercourse of speech, and they 
always looked good-natured, and anxious to 
oblige. Owin^ to the soil and climate, agri- 
culture makes but little progress. The rearing 
of cattle and horses is their chief dependence. 
Among the rocks we observed miserable 
patches of potatoes and oats, some of which 
were not above four or five yards square ; and 
as the potatoes were diseased and the oats 
would never ripen, it may readily be conceived 
they had bad prospects for the winter. The 
Highland Destitution Society has given a good 
deal of encouragement in road making, and at 
Uig we were privileged by being admitted to 
a committee room, where wool was given out 
for stocking-making and other purposes. The 
entrance to this most primitive emporium of 
fashion was through a byre. It was foil of 
women, young and old, who were receiving 
wool from a shopkeeper in Portree, and money 
for the stockings they had wrought. Though 
midHiay, thw lua^r scene wa* lighted with 
candles, and exhibited altogether such a sale- 
room as none of us had ever before witnessed. 
Lord McDonald has been much blamed for his 
conduct to the inhabitants of North Uist, but 
if they who blame him reflect on the extreme 
poverty of the people, and the enormous ex- 
pense to which his Lordship has been exposed 
by supporting them, while in many instances 
he receives not a shilling of rent, fault-finders 
may see cause to alter their opinion. Like the 
Irish, the Highlanders are indolent and inac- 
tive at home, but in almost all cases are indus- 
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trious and excellent workers abroad. Emigra^ 
tion therefore seems the only effectual remedy 
for the evU ; and in such an emergency, there 
is much to reconcile them to the prospect, pro- 
YideA whole femilies remove from the same 
district, and are not separated beyond seas. 

Before taking leave of Skye, it is but fair to 
allude to one circumstance which ought ever 
to be remembered in honour of its population. 
We have had occasion repeatedly to allude to 
Prince Charles Edward, or the JPretender, as 
we have ventured to designate him. Whether 
they were right in favouring the claims of one 
who^se family had been proscribed by the simul- 
taneous voice of Britain on account of their 
cruelty, treachery, and biffotted attachment to 
the Pope, is a question which I mean not now 
to discuss; but after having committed him- 
self to their protection, their disinterested 
fidelity in shielding him from violence cannot 
sufficiently be admired. Skye was the place 
where he principally skulked after the fatal 
battle of Culloden. A reward of L.30,000 was 
put on his head, and though very many, even 
of the poorest of the people, knew of his haunts, 
. not one of them, so far as known, ever har- 
boured an idea of betraying him ! Very pro- 
bably they knew little of the merits of the case ; 
or, as a national bard has beautifuUy pleaded 
their cause, — 

" Tis true that our reason forbad us. 
But tenderness carried the day." 

However this may be, their views of the matter 
were strikingly in imison with the best feelii^ 
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of our nature, and will be warmly responded to 
by every generous heart. 

If any would satisfy themselves as to the 
demerits of the Stewarts, let them read 
Macaula/s history of James II., and they will 
no longer doubt of his doom and that of his 
family being a just one. I will not go the 
length of saying, — 

" An idiot race, to honour loet, 
Who knew them best despised them most." 

But this I maintain, that having committed 
themselves implicitly to the dictation of the 
Jesuits, they were utterly unfit for protecting 
the liberties and promoting the honour and 
welfare of this great nation. 

In returning to Oban a striking instance oc- 
curred of the uncertainty of human life. Near 
Armadale Lord MT)onald came alongside with 
some friends, by whom we were informed of 
the sudden death of Captain Beatson, B.N., at 
Armadale Castle. This gentleman had been 
our fellow-passenger to Sfye, when he seemed 
in excellent health and spirits, and a finer-look- 
ing man could scarcely be seen. On account 
of this mournful event our flag was hoisted 
half-mast high for the whole of that day. 

Excepting that we lay to for goods and pas- 
sengers at the island of Eigg, there was nothing 
to distinguish our return from our progress 
northward. This island, though less, is better 
cultivated than its neighbour, Kum, and about 
equally populous ; the latter however has 
greatly the advantage in the picturesque out- 
line of its mountains. The wnole of Kum is 
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I believe the property of Lord Salisbury, whose 
yacht, as well as that of Campbell of Jura, and 
several others, came repeatedly very near our 
course. Cove seems a place of some note in 
Rum, as the flash term Rum Cove^ in juxta- 
position in our maps, amused us not a little. 

Near this we bid adieu to the noble Coolins, 
I should be sorry to think for the last time. 
Now that the Caledonian Curling Club is mak- 
ing such a splendid figure, its spirited Secre- 
tary might engage in a worse speculation than 
establishing a manufactory at Loch Scavaig for 
furnishing the heroes of the broom with their 
implements of war. Hypersthene is so renowned 
for hardness, closeness of texture, and speci- 
fic gravity, that there can be no doubt of its 
capabilities ; the only fear is, that if it does not 
belie its name, the weapons may last for ever, 
and thus injure the stone market. Joking 
apart, might not some wind-bound vessels lay 
in a store of good sound blocks, and establish 
a curlingHstone mart at the Broomielaw ? 

The approach to Oban on this occasion was 

Earticularlv interesting. The weather being 
rilliant, tne mountain scenery appeared to the 
greatest possible advantage. Ben Cruachan, 
straight in fi*ont, made a most conspicuous 
figure, not having its base screened by inferior 
mountains, as was the case with Ben Nevis 
and those of Glencoe. To view Ben Nevis to 
advantage it must be approached by the canal 
or the glens north of Corpach. There is no 
screen on that side, so that the impression 
made on a mountain-fancier is not easily 
eradicated. Often though I had been at 



A WBEK IN SKTE. 109 

Oban^ I never saw it look so well as this even- 
ing. As the sun was near setting, every per- 
son possessed of taste for such scenery repaired 
to the little ru^ed hills behind the town, and 
I am sure none who were there on the evening 
of the 5th September will forget the glorious 
scene. Along with many others I went to the 
fli^-staff. The unclouded sun was just sinking 
behind Mull, and an extensive distinct view of 
this and many other islands, as well as of num- 
berless mountains on the mainland, with a vast 
extent of sea, was the rich reward of our very 
trifling exertion. The sky was tiuged with 
blue, green, red, and yellow, blended together 
in the most fanciM and beautiful manner ima- 
ginable, insomuch that some well acquainted 
with the Continent declared that no Italian nor 
Grecian sky could surpass it ; and yet, strange 
to relate, there were some of our friends who 
preferred reading old newspapers in the hotel ! 
There are two early coaches during summer 
from Oban, one running to Inveramen at the 
head of Loch Lomond, the other to Inverary, 
both enabling passengers to reach Glasgow at 
night. As it was my intention to climb Ben 
Cruachan, I took my place by the earliest, 
while my friend preferred going by Inverary, 
not having been tnere before ; so here we sepa- 
rated. The morning was beautifril, though 
thick, dry, fleecy clouds hovered all around, 
occasionally obscuring the mountains. There 
were plenty of passengers, chiefly young sports- 
men and tourists ; and at Taynuilt we found a 
first-rate breakfast ready to be devoured. On 
approaching Ben Cruachan it was at times so 
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beclouded that I .all but despaired of ftdfilling 
my intention. It soon however became almost 
quite clear, so that on coming to the Bridge of 
Awe I left directions with the guard as to my 
little luggage, and soon after began the ascent. 

I may here mention that this is by far the 
best side for climbing the mountain, and that 
in going ftom Oban the tourist should not leave 
the road till he has passed the first ravine after 
crossing the river. He may then proceed in 
a direct line to what seems the highest point. 
The ascent may be divided into three distinct 
portions of nearly equal height. The first is 
very steep ; the second much longer, but not 
nearly so steep ; the third almost totally 
divested of vegetation, and towards the sum- 
mit the steepest of all. 

This last division consists entirely of huge 
masses of granite, and as the smaller blocks 
are loosely nuddled together, much caution ia 
required, lest a broken limb should prove the 
consequence of their being disturbed. As I 
saw the clouds were gradually rising ftom the 
valleys and lakes, and conjectured they might 
soon be more fiimiliar than was agreeable, I 
availed myself of the short time I had to plan 
my descent towards Dalmally ; and it was well 
I did so, as in a quarter of an hour after reach- 
ing one of the summits I was quite enveloped 
in the thickest mist, so very dense was it mat 
I could not see above forty yards in any direc- 
tion! 

This was a grievous disappointment, but it 
might have been much worse. The appearance 
of the mountains over the clouds, wile there 
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was a clear sky aboire, was most singular. I 
saw the Glencoe mountains, and beyond them 
Ben Nevisy quite distinctly, as also all those in 
Appin, Morven, and MuU, and in several of 
the other islands* The nK)uth8 of many of the 
salt water lakes were also quite yisible, while 
the upper and most interesting portion of Loch 
Etive seemed close beneath me, and looked 
very beautiful. Towards Bannoch, Strath 
Tay, and Ben Lomond, scarely anything could 
be seen, though wherever there was a high 
mountain the dense white fog was thrust up 
into the blue sky. 

Ben Cruachan has three distinct tops. The 
first I came to was that seen from the road at 
the foot of the mountain, and is not the highest. 
I found on it several small cairns, and it was 
from it I planned my descent. The next I 
went to is the highest, and is very sharp, with 
one cairn about ten feet high, built of large 
stones, which must have been quarried, as there 
were none around capable of being lifted. 
Just before reaching this the fog became ex- 
tremely dense, so that after waiting impatiently 
for more than an hour, I lay down to rest and 
slept soundly for nearly two. On awakening 
I foimd matters as bad as ever. All this how- 
ever had been anticipated, and as the day was 
far advanced I resolved to descend. There 
are some dreadful precipices on the N.E. side of 
the mountain ; but having plenty of time, I 
steered my course among them very warily, till 
I got from beneath the clouds into as clear a 
sunshine as could be seen. Being still at a 
great elevation, nearly 3000 feet, the view was 
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splendid, particularly of Loch Awe, and of the 
cony into which I was descending, without 
exception the finest I ever beheld. Like many 
of our highest mountains, such as Ben Wyyis, 
Ben Aulder, &c., Cruachan is hollowed out, the 
upper ridge being semicircular, and the concave 
side very precipitous. This is strikingly exem- 
pUfied here, and if I were ascending again, I 
would keep the serrated ridge the whole way 
till within a few miles of Dalmally where it 
terminates ; or else reverse the process, if pro* 
ceeding from that to Taynuilt. 

I was by no means sorry however that my 
course was different on this occasion. The stream 
by the side of which I descended is called Eas- 
Beuy or cataract of the mountain, and is said to 
have been a favourite haunt of Kob Boy. Its 
course is very rugged, containing many fine 
cascades, which on approaching Loch Awe 
are beautifully wooded with oak, mountain-ash, 
birch, &c. This stream fidls into the Loch 
near the seventh milestone from Dalmally, and 
these seven miles may be said to exhibit as fine 
scenery as Scotland can boast. Among other 
interesting objects the well-wooded islands of 
Loch Awe and Castle of Kilchum particularly 
arrest the attention. Unlike most of our 
Scotch ruins, such as all those in the Sound of 
Mull, this seems really to have been a fine 
building, and may be ranked with the castles 
of Dunstaffiiage, Doune, Bothwell, and Oar^ 
laverock. The situations of all these are good, 
but that of Kilchum is unrivalled in Scotland, 
and probably not surpassed anywhere. The 
whole of tins part of Glenorchy indeed has 
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been justly celebrated for its romantic beauty. 
The site of the church and manse is as fine as 
can well be imagined ; but the sight of the very 
comfortable inn was to me the most welcome 
of all, as it was now fully ten hours since I left 
the coach at the bridge of Awe, and hearty 
though my breakfast had been, I felt that addi- 
tional refreshment was by no means superflu- 
ous. Here, as almost everywhere, I met with 
some very agreeable young Englishmen, who 
seemed delighted with Scotland, and declared 
they would spread such a report of its charms 
in the South, as would increase the swarms of 
visitors next season ; so let our masons and car- 
penters see that their tools are in order. 

The morning after climbing Ben Cruachan 
was one of the loveliest that ever dawned, there 
not being a speck of mist on the hills, nor a 
cloud to be seen. To be on the top of Cru- 
achan on such a day would be the greatest grar 
tification of the kind in Scotland, as no moun- 
tain in it commands such a varied and extensive 
prospect of mountains, lakes, islands, and ocean. 
Let no tourist therefore who has an entire fine 
day at his disposal, and who has the free use of 
his limbs, visit Taynuilt or Dalmally without 
climbing Cruachan. It is the highest moun- 
tain in Argyleshire, starts from the sea, and is 
supposed to have a more extensive base than 
any other in the kingdom, excepting perhaps 
Ben Wyvis, 

The Oban coach arriving at Dalmally about 
njne a.m,, I travelled by it to Inveramen. The 
whole of this route is quite Highland, and very 
interesting. The road for a considerable way 
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is 80 steep that most of the padseiigers walked. 
We passed along the base of Ben £07, perhaps 
the second highest mountain in Argylesfaire; 
and if I had been aware of its being quite in 
the line of Tyndrum^ the first stage, I would 
most certainly have been off on foot by six 
o'clock, and been on the top of it before break- 
&sting at said inn. This might easily have 
been accomplished before the airival of the 
coach, and on such a day it would have been 
a rich treat indeed. It is a sharp, clean, steep, 
but easily climbed mountain, and the view from 
it cannot be much inferior to that from Cm- 
achan. 

The inns of Tyndrum and Taynuilt have been 
mightily improved since I fii^t knew thenu Of 
the former, M^CuUoch mentions its ^^ unspeak- 
able badness and dirt ;" and the latter he cha- 
racterizes as a ^^ vile pot-house." I make no 
doubt of his then being quite correct, though 
both are very different now, especially Tyn- 
drum. When the Doctor wrote they were 
visited by few but drovers, excisemen, and 
worn-out pedestrians, who are glad to repose 
their limbs under cover of any description. 
Now, during summer and autumn, they are 
resorted to by the rich and noble in splendid 
carriages, and the lazy habits of the people are 
vastly improved by the coach and steam-boat 
conveyances, which render quickness and regu- 
larity imperative. On approaching Tyndnun, 
I looked with no little interest on the stately 
pyramidal summit of Ben More, the second 
highest mountain in Perthshire, from which 
many years ago I saw the sun descend into the 
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Atlantic, after one of the severest walks I ever 
encountered. At Tyndrum we waited the best 
part of an hour for the Fort William coach, 
upon the arrival of which we started for Loch 
Lomond with no fewer than twenty-one adults, 
and much luggage, in and on a common stage- 
coach ! Scarcely one of us expected to reach 
the loch without an accident. The driving 
however was first-rate, and nothing occurred 
to mar the complete appreciation of one of the 
very finest mountain glens in Scotland. It 
astonishes me that more has not been said and 
written about Glen Falloch. Its mountains, 
waterfalls, and woods, cannot be surpassed for 
grandeur and beauty, and the near approach to 
Liveramen is more like fidry-land than any- 
thing I have seen. There were many groups 
of finely-dressed ladies and gentlemen rambling 
through the woods, and among the rocks, 
awaitmg our arrival, while music fi*om various 
instruments awakened the echoes all around. 

Inveramen is in my opinion the most pic- 
turesque inn I ever saw. Its style of architec- 
ture is fanciful, and resembles that among the 
English lakes, and in Wales. Our guide- 
books are unaccountably dumb as to its merits, 
while they are often loud in praising scenes not 
to be named with it. Many admire the inn at 
the Trosachs, but I am certain every person of 
real taste will admit that it is unspeakably 
inferior in point of romantic beauty to Inver- 
amen. 

By far the grandest and most impressive 
portion of Loch Lomond lies between the 



116 A WEEK IN 8KTB. 

head of it and Luss^ the lower divkion being 
comparatively tame and uninteresting. It suits 
very well to sail up the loch, but to reverse the 
process is a severe test. The mountains at the 
upper end are beautiAilly grouped, and being 
close at hand, their forms as you advance are 
constantly changing; while the natural wood 
at their base is of the finest description. Invep- 
snaid with its cascade, where the boat stops to 
accommodate passengers to and &om Loch 
Katrine, is one of the prettiest scenes on the 
loch. But the most fascinating spot of all is 
just between Ben Lomond and the comical old 
Cobbler. On this occasion the splendour of 
the day shewed them off to the greatest advan-> 
tage. So clear was the atmos^iere, that they 
seemed ready to tumble on board of us, and 
looked like two old cronies hob-nobbing across 
the lake. 

I shall say nothing more of Loch Lomond. 
It is too well known to require minute descrip- 
tion from mv pen ; and to say the truth, the 
Water Witcn was so full of guzzling Glasgow 
folk, whose chief enjoyment seemed to consist 
in eating and drinking, as materially to impair 
the interest of the noble scene. At Balloch 
were many land conveyances of all descriptions, 
with smart whips^ arrayed in London toggery, 
touching their hats, and recommending their 
various turn-outs in eloquent strains. In one 
of these we found accommodation, which soon 
whirled us through Dumbarton to the centre 
of the best representative of London in Her 
Majesty's donunions. The sun setting over the 



A WEEK IN SKY£. 117 

mountains of Eontyre was a truly splendid 
object as we drove up the Clyde, iUuminating 
the noble estuary for many mues, covered with 
steamers and shipping &om every quarter of 
the globe. 

At the Rainbow I found every accommoda- 
tion a reasonable being could wish for, and 
early next morning I Iot Glasgow by railway. 
Amving at Symington about ten, I left the 
train to climb Tinto, the day being particularly 
favourable. Though I did not take the most 
direct line, I was smoking my cigar on the top 
of the cairn within an hour and a-quarter after 
leaving the station-house. The view in every 
direction, excepting towards Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, was very commanding, as may well 
be supposed from its isolated position. The 
smoke of these cities, with that of the great 
coal and iron works, &c., obscured the whole 
horizon between and around them, though I 
can readily conceive that in clear breezy 
weather the view of the Highland mountains 
would greatly enhance the gratification. All 
around the hill seems to be remarkably well 
&rmed. The adjacent country has a clean tidy 
appearance, and as there is little wood and few 
fences it seems the very beau ideal of a cours- 
ing country. 

The direct road to Tinto from the Sjrming- 
ton station is also the best. Turn off the hi^ 
road at the second cottage from the station, and 
proceed right onward to the cairn by the side 
of a fir plantation. By this route even any 
lady of ordinary pedestrian prowess may be 
on the top of the hill in an hour and a-half, 

I 
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remain half-an-hour there, and return in good 
time for the next train. While waiting 
for it an express dashed past like the swoop of 
an eagle darting on its prey. In the station- 
house I saw some articles of iron the use of 
which I did not at first comprehend, but con- 
ceived they might be some portion of the rail- 
way machinery. By and bye it dawned upon 
me that they might be quoits, implements with 
which I am not entirely unacquainted. They 
were nearly a foot in dlamet^ and about 10 
lbs. weight each 1 The science and dexterity 
of that nne national game are entirely destroyed 
by the use of such tremendous weapons, wnich 
make it far more a trial of strength thaa of skill. 
Whoever has the lead, if a tolerable player, has 
a mighty advantage. I will venture however 
to assert, that I have seen players of quoits not 
exceeding 4 lbs. each, who would beat any man 
with these ten pounders in a 51 shot game. 
In all probability the heavy quoits would take 
the lead, but in the end a really dexterous 
player of 4 lb. quoits would prove the winner. 
If a strong man must have weight, let him 
have it; but in feimess, and for the love of 
science, let the diameter be restricted to six, or 
at most seven inches. 

I have now finished my little tour, and if my 
readers have enjoyed the perusal of it as mucli 
as I have its narration, I shall be greatly gra^ 
tified. That many have done so I have good 
reason to believe, as I have been firequently 
urged to publish it in a collective form, along 
with other ramblings in previous years. 
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Before finishing, I may mention that of all 
the Guide-books I have seen Black's and 
Anderson's seem to me the best for the Scotch 
Highlands. Anderson's is the most scientific 
and carefully got up of the whole, and a new 
edition of it, judiciously superintended, would 
entitle it to the first place. ^^ Khind's Scottish 
Tourist" is prettily got up, but its maps and 
print are the best part ox it. M^Phun's two 
little volumes are well enough for their size 
and price, but their maps are very defective as 
to the mountains and sea-coast. 

M^Culloch is rather antiquated. He is 
learned, dictatorial, sarcastic, and amusing. 
Though Aill of prejudice, there is a fascination 
in his ponderous volumes, which may be 
regarded as a good mine for others to dig fi*om 
who follow in his wake. His descnptions 
seem deeply tinged with the spirits in which 
he happened to be while writing ; and he is too 
anxious to si^alize himself by finding surpass- 
ing charms m scenes overlooked by others. 
Thus he is most abusive of Inverary, while he 
lauds Loch Erne, Blair, the Pass of Leny, and 
many other third and fourth-rate places to the 
skies. Though I am an enthusiastic admirer 
of Loch Corruisk, yet I cannot go the 
len^h of statinff with him—" Corruisk is 
a giant, before which Glencoe and Glen San- 
nox sink into insignificance." These are both 
magnificent, thou^ certainly surpassed by the 
former. 

Li his abuse of the Moor of Bannoch, I most 
cordially agree. He describes it as " hideous, 
interminable, a huge Serbonian bog, a desert of 
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blackness and vacuity, solitude, and death." 
My dear-bought experience of this horrid quag- 
mire entirely justifies him here ; and when he 
describes himself as having been miserably 
cheated by a Highlander lending him a horse 
to travel througn this bog, " twenty miles 
square," every person must sympathize with 
him. The following quotation will amuse the 
reader not a little : — " As to the horse, he 
might as well have remained at Glencoe. A 
ride this was not by any figure of speech. I 
cannot even call it a walk ; for half of the 
space was traversed by jumping over bogs, and 
holes, and ditches, and pits, which were gene- 
rally sa wide as to demand much serious medi- 
tation. I may fairly say that I jumped half 
the way from Glencoe to Rannoch." After 
such an achievement as this by a learned doc- 
tor from the West End of London, we cannot 
expect to find him in the best possible humour, 
especially as he had to pay two guineas for the 
loan of his steed for one day ! 

Talking of steeds, the best of all for the 
Highlands are a man's own legs. In no direc- 
tion can mountain scenery be viewed so satis- 
factorily as on foot. Let the tourist therefore 
provide himself with shoes neither too heavy 
nor too light, too large nor too small ; such as 
none know better how to make than the Messrs. 
Homel in Eorkcudbright. I have used John 
Homel's for many years in nav pedestrian 
excursions, and have never sufi^red from a 
blister. When such an annoyance does occur, 
let liot the patient anoint with whisky, or any 
8uch combustible, as is often done, but let him 
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turn his stocking inside out, and moisten it 
plentifully with grease from the candle opposite 
the part affected. This is by far the best 
specific I ever tried. 

*' Si qnid novisti rectitts illis, candide imperii — 
Si non, his utere mecum." 

If on these subjects you have clearer views, 
To make them public pray do not refuse. 
If not, with me these homely counsels use. 



Postscript. — March 1850. — ^The representa- 
tion of the Coolin mountains at the beginning 
of the volume, is from a drawing by a friend, 
reduced from a sketch taken on the spot by 
Professor Forbes, whose permission to make 
use of it I beg to acknowledge. The sand- 
stone rocks on the right occupy a conspicuous 
place in the Professor's sketch, in order to illus- 
trate a remarkable geological feature of Loch 
Scavaig. 

Having been assured that I have under- 
rated the difficulty of ascending Scuir-nan- 
Gillean, I take this opportunity of guarding 
myself against the chance of unqualified pedes- 
trians putting themselves into peril on my 
authority. I beg therefore to state, that, as 
I have oeen only very recently informed, Pro- 
fessor Forbes md ascend the peak in 1836, 

along with Macintyre, Lord Macdonald's 

keeper ; that the keeper had twice failed be- 
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fore ; and that they succeeded by turning the 
left shoulder of the mountain as approached 
from Sligachan, and on arriving at the opposite 
side of it, climbed the ridge which there but- 
tresses the peak. The Professor was given to 
understand that the summit, which is really a 
peak of only a few square yards in extent, had 
not been reached before ; and he recommends 
that no one should make the attempt ahne. 
On learning that the ascent was practicable, 
General Colby immediately made Scuir-nan- 
GiUean one of his trigonometrical stations. 



FINIS. 



PATOV A90 RITCHIE, PRIfffEBS, EOLVBUHOR. 



* SOUND BY ^] 
^EOINEURCH^ 



